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DPAA
Updates
Remaining
Numbers to
Date

30 September, 2022
WWII
72,272
Korean War
7,525
Vietnam War
1,582

OUR MISSION:

The major function of Rolling Thunder®, Inc. is to
publicize the POW-MIA issue: To educate the public that many American
Prisoners of War were left behind after all previous wars and to help
correct the past and to protect future Veterans from being left behind
should they become Prisoners of War-Missing In Action. We are also
committed to helping American Veterans from all wars.
Rolling Thunder®, Inc. is a non-profit organization and everyone donates
his or her time because they believe in the POW/MIA Issue.

Upcoming Events
October

Breast Cancer Awareness Month
13 U.S. Navy Birthday
25 Chapter 2 Meeting
31 Halloween

November

National Vet/Military Family Month
Warrior Care Month
4-6 RT National Conference
8 Election day
11 Vets Day / Armistice Remembrance
12 Stand To - WHD
22 Chapter 2 Meeting
24 Thanksgiving
29 Giving Tuesday

December

7 Pearl Harbor Remembrance
11 Chapter Banquet
13 US National Guard Birthday
18 Wreaths Across America / Hanukkah
25 Christmas Day
26 Kwanzaa Begins - Jan 1
31 New Year’s eve
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Cold War
126

Gulf Wars
6
41,000 of these missing
are presumed lost at sea
due to ship losses or aircraft water losses.
This information is updated every Friday on
the
DPAA
website.
Check DPAA.Mil for the
most current data.
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President’s Message

4th Quarter… Commitment and Duty!
I repeat, COMMITMENT AND DUTY! Those will be the words that I
will focus on during the upcoming year to move our chapter forward. To
fulfill our Mission to publicize the POW/MIA issue to educate the public
that many American Prisoners of War were left behind after all previous
wars, and to help correct the past and to protect future veterans from being left behind should they become Prisoners of War – Missing in Action. We are also committed to helping American veterans from all wars.
This scenario played out on the eve of our recent general membership
meeting and election of officers and directors. Our chapter committed to
escort the Dignified Transfer of the remains of U.S. Army Air Corps Private First Class John L. Ferguson, 20, of Flanagan, Illinois who was captured and died as a prisoner of war, missing in action during World War
II to Duffy-Baier-Snedecor Funeral Home in Pontiac, Illinois. Pontiac,
Illinois is approximately 120 miles southwest of Chicago and would normally be a two-hour ride. But there
are always the unforeseen circumstances of late arrivals, and coordination problems which cause delays. The
OPORD had us returning to Wauconda in time for the general membership meeting and the election of officers and directors. We rode hard in the early part of the evening in temperatures in the low 50’s. We made it
back a little before 8:00 p.m. and the elections had already taken place. But the point is we fulfilled our commitment and duty in escorting the Dignified Transfer of remains home
of Army Air Force PFC John L. Ferguson. What a way to start a presidency! Commitment and Duty!
I would like to acknowledge and congratulate our new officers and
directors in stepping forward and taking on this leadership role. As
well, I would like to thank our outgoing officers and directors in a job
well done. But I would like to especially thank Rich Lanute, our outgoing president as my mentor working with him these past three years
as vice president but more importantly, I consider him as a go to
friend.
I had the pleasure of working with everyone these past three years in
coordinating our Thunder Run and I believe we have a good team in
place for the future. That team will be led by our new vice president
Andy Haszlakiewicz who brings with
him a lot of leadership experience in
various veteran’s groups.
Finally, I would like to thank our
Chairman of the Board, Wayne Kirkpatrick for being the glue that keeps all
this together. Wayne puts in countless
hours in making us look good!
We have a busy year ahead of us, so
please remember Commitment and Duty and never forget our POW/MIA’s.
We will never forget

Whenever we
Gather,
We will
Honor
and
Remember
Gratefully!
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V.P.’s Vision
By: Andy Haszlakiewicz
About 6 or 7 years ago I began to notice a certain dapper, always
well
dressed, gentleman at a number of Polish events in Chicago and I learned that he was
a motorcycle rider. He certainly didn’t fit a typical profile of a biker so I introduced
myself to him at one of those Polish affairs and we hit it off. It wasn’t till several functions later that he began
mentioning a group he belonged to, Rolling… something or other. And so it began…
In 2018 Ted Makarewicz invited me to a Rolling Thunder meeting and I became his guest for the “Ride for
Freedom” to Washington D.C. that year. Needless to say, I was very impressed with the group, how it was
organized, it’s very specific direction and the dedication of its members. I became a member in February of
2019. And now, here I am, (thanks to none other than Ted) Vice President of this esteemed organization. I am
truly honored.
So, the month of September saw Rolling Thunder do a wall escort to Harvard, IL, a table ceremony at the
James Lovell Health Center, of course, Thunder Run and finishing off with the repatriation of PFC John Ferguson to Pontiac, IL.
The primary role for me as V.P. will be organizing our next Thunder Run, slated for September 17, 2023. Be
sure to pencil this date into (or onto) your calendar. Already, ideas and suggestions to improve this fantastic
event have been put forth, and I will welcome more.
I closing, I want to thank our President, Ted Makarewicz, for selecting me to fill this position of V.P. and I
will, to the best of my ability, advance the Mission of Rolling Thunder and carry out the duties of this position.
THE MISSION: NEVER FORGET!

A Final thought from our now PAST President...
I would like to begin by saying that it has been a great privilege having been given the opportunity
to serve as Chapter President.
Looking back at the past four years, it has been an exceptionally busy time. We have had to
deal with a rapid succession of important missions and challenging situations, namely the pandemic. It has been a most eventful period throughout, at times challenging, but on the whole, a
most rewarding experience. I think we have done well with the challenges that were given to
us. And I hope you are all proud of your achievements; I am.
I will continue to serve in my role as the Past-President, especially to support Ted Makarewicz. Ted has been an active
board member and Vice President and will provide excellent leadership as our Chapter continues to expand its activities
and influence in our community. Please welcome Ted in his new role.
I also want to welcome Andy Haszlakiewicz as Vice President, Paul Hebein as Treasurer, Anthony Yarbrough as Director of Membership, and Mark Mazurkiewicz as Director of Logistics.
To my fellow officers and directors of these past years, Thank you for your commitment and determination to the Rolling Thunder® Mission and to our members.
Finally, Thank you Wayne. On both a professional and a personal level, I am grateful for your leadership, direction,
and time we spent together. Your experience and knowledge of Rolling Thunder® has been integral to the success of
our Missions. You have tirelessly given your time and resources for America’s POW/MIA’s.
All the Best,

Richard Lanute

October, 2022

Roger That!

Page 4

Chairman of the Board
Wayne “ Traveler” Kirkpatrick
Ever wonder what our legacy is? Could you answer, if
asked, what the Chapter is and what we’ve done?
Well, get something to drink, sit down in a comfortable
chair and…..read on.

► CPL John Krebs US Army – Korea
Sterling, IL – 17 May 2019
► FCM3 Adolph Loebach –
US Navy – WWII – Peru, IL
19 Dec 2019
► SGT George Reeser – US Marine Corps – WWII
Washington, IL – 24 Sep 2020
► SGT Frank Weimerslage – US Army Air Corps
WII – River Grove, IL - 24 Aug 2021
► F1C George Price - US Navy – WWII – Dallas City,
IL – 3 May 2022
2. Organizing and leading the first and second annual
MidWest Rolling Thunder “Ride For Freedom”
Demonstration Parade thru 23 Chicago area
communities.

Founded in 2001 by Tom Lonze, a former member of
Chapter 1, and chartered by National Rolling Thunder®, 3. Annual Thunder Run charity ride to raise funds for
POW/MIA,
Inc in 2002, CHAPTER 2 – Illinois is a diverse collection
Veteran edof individuals dedicated to supporting the POW/MIA
ucation and
cause and working POW/MIA issues to ensure every missneeds.
ing service member and civilian is returned to U.S. soil
4.
School
and their family. Chapter 2, RT IL currently has over 42
Presentaproud and active members (12 Veterans, 4 retired military,
tions on the
27 men, 15 women).
National
Our most significant accomplishments are:
POW/MIA
issue
The repatriation of eleven POWMIAs in our local area. 5. Organizing
They include:
and participating in the annual Rolling Thunder Memorial Day Demonstration Parade in
Washington,
► Capt. Joseph
DC and Chicago area to draw attention to our POW/
Olbinski – US ArMIA issue.
my Air Corps 6.
Conducting our Remembrance Table Ceremony to
WWII– Marengo,
educate the public.
IL – 10 Mar 2010
7.
Collecting Care Packages for our deployed forces.
► CPL Stanley
8.
Fulfilling Last Requests for terminal veterans in the
Arendt – US Army
Lovell Federal Health Care Facility.
– Korea – Arling9.
Providing temporary shelter for homeless veterans
ton Heights, IL - 29
10. Supporting a local veteran’s food pantry.
Mar 2010
► 1LT James 11. Dedicating POW/MIA Chairs in 2 arenas, 3 stadiums,
4 city halls, schools, town halls, city chambers.
Meagher – US Army Air Corps – 12. Hosting an annual Veterans Day “Stand To” providing
assistance and opportunities for all local veterans.
WWII – Gilberts, IL – 13 Aug 2011
13.
Participating in local town parades and festivals with a
► CPL Chester Roper – US Army – Korea – Chicago, IL
mounted color guard.
– 23 Mar 2012
14.
Honoring our local veterans in retirement and assisted
► CPL Donald McClean – US Army – Korea – McHenry,
living facilities.
IL – 31 Aug 2013
(Continued on Page 5)
► TSGT Harry Carlson – Marine Corps – WWII – Arlington Heights, IL – 13 Oct 2018

We will never forget
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Conducting a National POW/MIA
4 Things to Know About POW/MIA
Recognition Day Remembrance Table
Recognition Day
Ceremony for the Great Lakes Naval Station and Lovell VA Hospital.
By Traveler
16. Supporting Military Funerals.
17. Donating time and effort to maintain support facilities at local VA facilities.
behind the POW/MIA
remembrance moveThus far, in 2022, we have:
ment
that
hon►Participated in the Wake and Interment of WWII POW ors America's prisoners
Norman Zuckerman
of war, those who are
still missing in action
and their families.

Chairman,
Continued

15.

Many of our service
members suffered as
prisoners of war during
several decades of varying conflicts. While some of them made it home, tens of
thousands more never did.
Here are four things to know about how this important
movement got started, what it means, and how you can help
► Staffed our RT Chapter 2 POW/MIA Education booth recognize it.
at 14 events
POW/MIA Recognition Day
► Conducted our Remembrance Table Ceremony for the
POW/MIA
Recognition Day is commemorated on the third
Friends of Fisher House Ride along with our brothers and
Friday
of
every
September, a date that's not associated with
sisters from Chapter 1-IL.
any
particular
war.
In 1979, Congress and the president
► Conducted a Repatriation Ceremony for F1C George
Price in Dallas City, IL along with our brothers and sis- passed resolutions making it official after the families of the
more than 2,500 Vietnam War POW/MIAs pushed for full
ters from Chapter 3-IL.
► Escorted and assembled the Remember Our Fallen accountability.
(ROF) traveling memorial.
During the first POW/MIA Recognition Day commemora► Set up, and participated in, the opening ceremony for tion, a ceremony was held at the National Cathedral in
the ROF Memorial display.
Washington, D.C., while the 1st Tactical Squadron
► Planned, coordinated, and executed the largest Mid- from Langley Air Force Base in Virginia flew the missing
America Parade (RTXXXIV) ever held in Illinois along man formation. Most ceremonies since then have been held
with our brothers and sisters from Chapters 1 and 3.
at the Pentagon, and many smaller observances have
► Participated in an annual local city Memorial Day Pa- cropped up across the nation and around the world on milirade.
tary installations.
► Hosted an all-Illinois Rolling Thunder cookout for our
brothers and sisters from Chapters 1 and 3.
The point of POW/MIA Recognition Day is to ensure that
► Participated in the annual Algonquin, IL Town Parade. America remembers to stand behind those who serve and to
► Participated in the annual Illinois State Police Memo- make sure we do everything we can to account for those
rial event.
who have never returned.
► Supported the RT IL-1 Big Thunder Run charity ride.
POW/MIA Numbers
► Escorted the Veterans Tribute Wall to Harvard, IL.
In
order
to
comprehend
the importance of this movement,
► Conducted a POW/MIA Remembrance Table Ceremoall you need to do is
ny for the Navy Great Lakes and Lovell VA Staff and
look at the sheer numservicemen and women honoring National POW/MIA
ber of Americans who
Day.
th
have been listed as
► Conducted our 20 Annual Thunder Run charity ride.
POW/MIAs.
Now, if anyone askes, you know all the answers. Our task,
(Continued on Page 6)
as current members, is to keep enriching our legacy and, I
look forward to doing just that with every one of our incredible members.
“You Are Not Forgotten” -- that's the central phrase
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POW/MIA Cont

According to a Congressional Research Service report on POWs:

 130,201 World War II service members were imprisoned; 14,072 them died.

After Action Report:
Harvard’s Moving Wall

 7,140 Korean War service members were imprisoned;

Comments by Mary Kirkpatrick
2,701 of them died.
 725 Vietnam War service members were imprisoned;
It was a beautiful day and the weeks of planning were
64 of them died.
 37 service members were imprisoned during conflicts coming together! Our Chairman of the Board, working
with Harvard’s Police Chief, Tyson Bauman and the Execsince 1991, including both Gulf wars; none is still in
captivity
utive Director of Harvard’s Chamber of Commerce, Crystal Musgrove, had been over every detail of the day many
The POW/MIA Flag
The traditional POW/MIA flag that's well-known across times. And now, the day had arrived!
America was actually created many years before the re- The Moving Wall, created by American Veterans Travelmembrance day became official.
ing Tribute has memorials to all killed in American wars.
To see details go to:
In 1971, Mary Hoff contacted a flag company near her
https://www.americanveteranstravelingtribute.com/abouthome to see whether a flag reminding people of POWs
us
and the missing could be made. She was one of the many
waiting to see whether her husband, Navy Lt. Cmdr. Mi- Schools in Harvard were ready to receive the truck bringchael Hoff, would ever return home after his plane had ing in the Wall segments with the names of all of the heroes. Their faces reflected the honor and gratitude our
been shot down over Laos.
hearts felt as the tribute passed by.
World War II pilot Newt Heisley designed the nowfamous flag, which was made in black and white to repre- For those who stayed to put the wall together, there was
sent the sorrow, anxiety and hope symbolized by the im- the enjoyable camaraderie that was based in the
knowledge that we were working to be sure that these heage of the gaunt man featured on it.
roes were NOT FORGOTTEN! The mission, the weather,
For every POW/MIA Recognition Day since 1982, the the hands working together and the final result filled hearts
flag has flown just below the stars and stripes at the White with joy, making this day truly memorable!
House – the only other flag to ever do so. In 1998, Congress ordered it to also be displayed on Armed Forces Some of the heart-wrenching items about the Vietnam
Day, Memorial
Day,
Flag
Day, Independence wall were on the plaques:
Day and Veterans Day.
 58267 names including those added in 2010
If you don't feel the need to buy a flag, it's still important  Names are in the order in which they were taken from
us.
to remember the extreme sacrifices of our POW/MIAs and
America's pact to them: That we will take care of them,  First Casualty was Richard B. Fitzgibbon of Massachusetts. June 8, 1956. His son’s name, Richard B.
and no matter how much time has passed, we will bring
Fitzgibbon III, is also on the wall. September 7,
them home!
1965.
 Three sets of fathers and sons are on the Wall.
 39,996 names belong to soldiers under that age of 22.
POW/MIA
 8,283 were just 19 years old.
Recognition
 33,103 were 18 years old. This is the largest group.
Day is
 12 were 17 years old.
 5 were 16 years old.
always the
 1, PFC Dan Bullock, was 15 years old.
3rd Friday
 997 soldiers were killed on their first day in Vietnam
 1,448 were killed on their last day in Vietnam.
of
 31 sets of brothers are on the Wall… 31 sets of parents
September!
lost two of their sons.
 8 women are on the Wall, Nursing the wounded.
 54 were from Thomas Edison High School in PA. ??
(Pictures on the website)

We will never forget
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After Action Report:
NFTR - September 18
What a day! - Pictures are worth 1000 words!

The weather was
perfect for a day that
was to mark
remembrance of
POW/MIAs who
served our country
with great valor!
Thank you for your
Service!

The participants, Color
Guard, Piper, and members
of RT Chapters 1 and 2 all
made the day memorable for
all!
Thank you all for your
service on this day!

October, 2022
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These Resorts and Hotels Are Just
for Veterans and Military Members
By Heather Walsh

Submitted by: By: Traveler

which to choose. All of which are steps away from the water and the sounds of the calming waves. While this isn't on
a military base, per se, it is a location purposefully built
with the military family in mind.

Alaska: Wanting to enjoy the great wild of Alaska?

The Seward Resort is your spot. Lodging options span
from motel rooms, townhouses, log cabins, RV and tent
sites and yurts (a portable round tent). At the time of writing, the cost ranges from $60 to around $260, based on
rank, season and room type. If you are an avid angler, they
even offer fishing charters. Wanting to explore more of
Alaska while there, their military tickets and tours program on Seward offers tickets to everything from sea tours
to air tours.

It's not all work and no play
with the military. Military bases
worldwide are home to some
truly memorable vacation spots,
camping areas and affordable lodging. And destinations
managed by the services' Morale, Welfare and Recreation
(MWR) programs or through the military resort system
make for spectacular and affordable spots to rest and rejuvenate.
Arizona: Many a military family driving to and from the
coasts on military moves have driven past or through FlagMilitary Base Lodging
Military bases have their own lodging system and are only staff. Fort Tuthill offers a camping resort for military memopen to military and their families, offering some exclusiv- bers, retirees and service-connected individuals. Lodging
ity in availability. These hotels are usually the busiest options -- from lodge rooms, A-frames, cabins to yurts, in
when it is the height of moving season, so summer isn't addition to RV hook-ups and campground -- allow for flexibility for families to stay in whichever level of comfort
usually the best time to get a reservation for a vacation.
That doesn't mean it cannot be done, though. Army hotels they desire. Rates range from $50 to $365, depending on
have their hotels listed on their IHG Army Hotels site. the room size and rank. There are even multi-family ALodging on Air Force bases is offered through the Air frames that allow for gatherings. Pet friendly lodging is
Force Inns website. Lodging on Navy bases can be available.
found here.
California: Big Bear Recreational Facility is maintained
Recreational lodging on Marine Corps bases can be
by the Marine Corps and offers cabins, campsites and RV
found here and traditional lodging here.
parking locations. Outside of lodging, there are bike paths,
The added bonus with on-base lodging is that it often has
hiking trails and playgrounds to explore. Looking for
full-size washers and dryers, and sometimes temporary
camping equipment or DVDs, the office on the
housing with full-size kitchens. That allows for staying on
campground has all the information for that.
top of laundry and preparing meals to both save time at the
end of the vacation and money during it.
Looking for something along the water? There are cottages
Looking for a campground? Check out the network of at Del Mar and San Onofre at Camp Pendleton, and several
camping and RV parks specifically for military families.
hotel options at Monterey offer affordable options for vacation-worthy stays. Want to stay on the water while listenMilitary Resorts and Vacations Spots by Location
ing to the sounds of freedom? Check out the cottages at
Germany: The Edelweiss Lodge and Resort is in the North Island in San Diego.
Alps. Yes, you read that correctly. This Armed Forces Rec- The Coast Guard Lake Tahoe A-Frames make for a relaxreation Center is specifically for military and Department ing and enjoyable vacation. Kayak, hike around Emerald
of Defense card holders so they can stay, relax and enjoy Lake and breathe in the forest air in this stunning location.
the local beauty. During the winter season, ski and snow- It's off the beaten path and affordable.
board lessons for all ages are offered.
Heading to San Francisco? Check out the Marines' MemoKorea: The Dragon Hill Lodge in Seoul, South Korea, rial Club. It's an affordable hotel option in the heart of the
offers luxury and relaxation for military and DoD ID card city that includes breakfast and a happy hour; that's sure to
holders. This is also an Armed Forces Recreation Center. It put a smile on everyone's face with full bellies.
offers American-sized rooms and appliances in the heart of
the city, allowing for the ability to explore with the comfort Florida: The Florida Keys are a popular vacation spot.
of familiarity.
The tropical waters and escapism of the island life is so

Okinawa: The Okuma Beach resort in Okinawa, Japan, is popular, it has inspired many songs. Military families can
especially for military and government employees. From enjoy camping at the multiple campgrounds on Key West.
small cabins where you bring your sheets to a solo cabin
with a hot tub, there are a variety of lodging options from

We will never forget
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Hawaii: There are many in Virginia offers two-, three- and five-bedroom cottages

options for wonderful stays
in Hawaii. The Kilauea Military Camp offers cottages and
apartments from 1-3 bedrooms on the big island of Hawaii.
Even if you don't want to get a rental car, there is a shuttle
to and from the campground for $20 per person, one way.

for military- and DoD-affiliated families. There is even a
two-bedroom, pet-friendly cabin available.

Maybe you are looking for a Virginia Beach getaway.
Well, did you know that the Navy MWR operates two- and
three-bedroom townhomes on 67th Street (aka, just blocks
Another gem are the cabins on Bellows Air Force Station from the beach)? This means you can sprawl out and have
on Oahu. There are even condos, camper cabins and your space, all while paying a reasonable price.
campsites on installation. The amenities of equipment rental and close location to golfing and driving ranges are of- Many of these lodging options open a year in advance for
fered to all.
active duty and six months for retirees or government employees, so make sure to read and understand the fine print
If you are looking for a vacation along Waikiki Beach, for a reservation.
look no further than the Hale Koa hotel. This beachfront
resort offers the traditional luau, along with beach-side The best part about these amazing sites is that military
perks of being right in the action. The pool and splash pad families have recommended them after their stay there, so
appeal to everyone in the family.
you know they are worth the visit. Where is your favorite
military lodging?
Another option in Hawaii is the Navy Lodge at Ford Island. This lodge is located at Joint Base Pearl Harbor and
is in proximity to many historical sites. While it isn't the
typical beach vacation that you see on Pinterest, this is an
affordable option that allows for maximum exploration of
the island.

Maine: There is a cottage with its associated lighthouse at
Gull Harbor in Maine, which makes for a picturesque New
England stay.

Maryland: The Cottage at Greenbury Point in Annapolis
is opening soon, per its website. You can even rent kayaks
or enjoy boat access at this location. Enjoy the area with a
budget find and gem.

New York: West Point has two campground areas -- the

Lake Frederick Recreation Area and Round Pond -- that
offer seasonal RV sites, the Adirondacks and tent
sites. Fort Drum's Remington Park also offers cabins in
addition to the RV sites, the Adirondacks and tent sites.

North Carolina: Fort Fisher Air Force Base has a stel-

lar recreation area. It's a bonus that you can stay there as
well, with cottages that sleep two, six or eight in addition
to a full RV hook-up.

Washington: The beautiful Pacific Northwest is in all of

its glory at the Navy Getaways Pacific Beach. The hotel
rooms are around $50 a night, and four-bedroom cottages
begin as low as $100 a night. That is quite the deal, especially as many of them are pet friendly.

Virginia: If the colonial period is your family's jam,
Cheatham Annex in Yorktown near the Historic Triangle

October, 2022
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How World War II gave the world the
‘American Chopper’ motorcycle

British BSA, which the British Army used around the
same time.

Submitted By Traveler

“When you tell young cavalry scouts today, they’re like
‘Oh man why aren’t we on motorcycles?’ And it seems
really great until you realize it has no major weapons systems, it has no armor on it, especially when during this
timeframe it couldn’t carry the heavy radios they had,”
Cogan said.
During World War II, cavalry scouts were trained on motorcycles for various purposes outside of reconnaissance,
including providing support and moving equipment or
messages among units. And who better to instruct soldiers
on that than 1st Lt. John Harley — son of William Harley,
of Harley-Davidson fame. 1st Lt. Harley was still “very
much a motorcycle enthusiast,” Cogan said, so in his free
time at Fort Knox, he would tinker with the bikes to show
soldiers what to remove or modify to make them go faster.
Fast forward a few years at the end of the war, and soldiers
had found a match made in Heaven: they had some money
in their pockets, and the motorcycles that were used by the
cavalry were being “sold dirt cheap,” Cogan said. But the
motorcycles also had a number of things your average rider doesn’t need — various racks and things for storage that
the Army wanted, but that weren’t really necessary for
civilian use.

On the list of things
the U.S. military has
given civilian society,
like sliced bread, duct
tape, and microwave
ovens, you can now
add custom motorcycles otherwise known
as “choppers.”
Often distinguished by their elongated handlebars and
stretched-out front ends, choppers can trace their roots all
the way back to World War II, when the son of William
Harley, co-founder of Harley-Davidson, was training soldiers at Fort Knox, Kentucky. Decades prior, HarleyDavidson began in 1903 when William Harley and Arthur
and Walter Davidson worked to build their first bike.
Within just a few years the team was moving into their
first factory, and in 1907, they began selling their motorcycles to police departments. Their production continued
to increase, and in World War I, Harley-Davidson produced over 20,000 motorcycles for the military.

That production more than tripled during World War II,
when the company produced more than 90,000 bikes for
the military. These military bikes offered an unprecedented level of mobility and maneuverability for transportation
and scouting, all in a package that was easy to move from
place to place.

The U.S. Army Armor
and Cavalry Collection
at Fort Benning, Georgia. (Haley Britzky/
Task & Purpose)

“They didn’t care
Rob Cogan, a collection curator at the U.S. Army Armor
about having a blackand Cavalry Collection at Fort Benning, Georgia, said that
out light that you’d
Harley-Davidson first started building bikes for the U.S.
use in tactical situaArmy in the 1920s and 1930s. At the time, the Army cavtions,
they
didn’t
care
about
the
rifle
rack,
so they chopped
alry branch was buying up “tons of motorcycles,” Cogan
some
of
those
off
and
that’s
where
you
get the term
said. Between the 1930s and 1940s around a third of Army
‘American
Chopper’
coming
from
because
of
these modicavalry scouts were on motorcycles.
fied Army motorcycles,” he said. “So World War II and
A motorcycle at the the U.S. Cavalry really created the American motorcycle
U.S. Army Armor and culture today.”
Cavalry Collection at
Fort Benning, Geor- It didn’t take long for the world to catch on to this trend of
gia. (Haley Britz- “chopping” and modifying motorcycles for style and
speed. Whether for looks or racing, the style caught on
ky/Task & Purpose)
with riders across the country in the 1950s and 1960s, ultiAmong Fort
Ben- mately becoming a countercultural icon in its own right.
ning’s
collection,
housed in a giant Harley-Davidson motorcycle company was later awardwarehouse on-post, ed two Army-Navy “E” Awards for Excellence in Producare two motorcycles, tion during World War II. And while the military has
one of which is believed to be one of the last the Army come a long way since then, Cogan said it stands as a rebought. It’s in nearly perfect condition, Cogan said, with minder of the way military and civilian culture have interonly 11 hours on the engine. The motorcycle next to it is a twined in the past.

We will never forget
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Medal of
Honor
Interesting
Facts
Submitted By Traveler

Correct Title
The correct title for the award often called the
"Congressional Medal of Honor" is simply "Medal of
Honor" and the men who have received it prefer to be
called "Recipients" (of the award), not "winners". It is the
only United States Military Award that is worn from a ribbon hung around the neck, and the only award presented
"By the President In the Name of the Congress".
Father and Son Recipients
1Lt. Arthur MacArthur (Civil War) and General Douglas
MacArthur (WWII) were the only father and son in history
to each receive a Medal of Honor until the January 16,
2000 presentation of the Medal of Honor to Theodore
Roosevelt. The award has been presented to 5 sets of
brothers.
A Female Award Recipient
Only one woman, Dr. Mary Edwards Walker (Civil
War) has ever received the Medal of Honor. However, an
additional woman's name is on the Roll of Honor. During
the Vietnam War, Marine Captain Jay R. Vargas received
the Medal of Honor. Before his award could be presented
to him, his mother passed away at home in Arizona. Vargas requested that his mother's name be engraved on the
back of his Medal of Honor instead of his own. President
Nixon honored that loving request and the name of M.
Sando Vargas...Jay Vargas' mother...was added to the
Honor Roll.
A President Receives the Award
Theodore Roosevelt is the only President to receive the
Medal of Honor. The sons of two Presidents have received
Medals of Honor: Webb Cook Hayes (Philippine Insurrection) and Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. (World War II).
Andrew's Raiders
The first Medal of Honor ever presented was awarded by
Secretary of War Edwin Stanton on March 25, 1863, to
19-year-old Ohio Army Private Jacob Parrott. Parrott was
a member of Andrew's Raiders, immortalized in the movie
"The Great Locomotive Chase".
Eventually, Parrott's 18 fellow soldiers from that mission
received Medals of Honor, 4 of them posthumously. All 19
of these heroes are from Ohio.
Youngest and Oldest Recipients
The youngest person to receive the Medal of Honor was
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William Johnston, who earned the Medal during the Civil War prior to his 12th birthday
and received his award 6 weeks after his 13th.
The oldest Medal of Honor recipient is General Douglas MacArthur, who was 62 years
old when he received the Medal.
Jack Lucas became the youngest man in this
century to receive the award when he threw
his body over two grenades at Iwo Jima 5
days after his 17th birthday. At the time of his
heroism, he had already been in the Marine
Corps for three years.
Last Vietnam War Recipient
The last Medal of Honor action of the Vietnam War was
on Halloween night in 1972 when Navy SEAL Michael E.
Thornton risked his life to rescue his wounded team leader. His team leader, Navy Lt. Thomas R. Norris had been
submitted for the Medal of Honor for his own heroic actions just 6 months earlier. Thornton was the first person
in more than a century to receive that honor for saving life
of another Medal of Honor recipient. Norris did not receive his award until 1976.
A Strong Bond
The brotherhood of Medal recipients is strong and generates many long-lasting friendships. Pvt. Jacob Parrott, the
first person ever to be presented with the Medal of Honor
remained such a close friend with fellow "Raider" Wilson
W. Brown (one of the two men who engineered The General in the "Great Locomotive Chase"), that their children
became more than friends. Parrott's son John Parrott married Edith Brown, one of Wilson Brown's eight children.
Is It Illegal to Wear Someone Else's Medal of Honor?
It is illegal to wear someone else's Medal of Honor. It is
not illegal to pretend you have one. US law forbids the
unauthorized wearing, manufacture, or sale of military
decorations. Misuse of a Medal of Honor carries a heavy
penalty.
In 2006, President George W. Bush signed the Stolen Valor Act of 2005, which imposed a prison sentence of up to
one year on anyone falsely claiming to have received a
Medal of Honor. (Pretenders to other military decorations
faced imprisonment for up to six months.) The Supreme
Court struck down the act on June 28, 2012, ruling that it
violated the right to free speech guaranteed by the First
Amendment.
Congress passed an amendment in 2013 to make it a crime
for a person with the intent to obtain money, property, or
other tangible benefits, fraudulently holds oneself out to be
a recipient of certain or medals.
Double Medal of Honor Awards
During World War I 8 Marines received Medals of Honor.
Two were Marine aviators. Six were members of the 5th
and 6th Regiments of the 2nd Division. Five of the six received the Army and Navy Medals of Honor for the same
deed, with a separate citation from each branch of service.
(Continued on page 12)
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Roger That!
.Double Medal
of Honor Awards

How The Green Berets
Became Famous
By Don Holloway

19 Double
Medal of
Honor Recipients

The other 14 heroes received two awards for two
separate actions. The military incidents were prior
to World War I.
Since the reviews and changes of 1917 the laws
governing the award of the Medal of Honor have
ended all double awards of the Medal of Honor. A
soldier may be nominated repeatedly for the Medal of Honor, indeed during the Vietnam War Special Forces hero Robert L. Howard was submitted
for the Medal of Honor three different times before he was finally awarded the Medal.

Wayne and David
Janssen starred in a
1968 film loosely
based on Moore’s
book. Wayne portrayed Col. Mike
Kirby, and Janssen
was skeptical reporter George Beckworth, who becomes
a supporter of the
American war effort
by the end of the
movie. The film won
over audiences but
not critics.

Admittedly, the 1968 film The Green Berets is not John
Wayne’s best acting or even his best war movie. The
“Duke” was too old and fat to be traipsing around on secret
missions in the Vietnamese jungle—portrayed in the film
by Georgia yellow pines. Still the film remains an important depiction of the Vietnam War because it was one of
the first filmed during the fighting and, like the 1965 book
with the same title, it is based on actual events.
When author Robin Moore arrived in Vietnam in January
1964, most Americans were barely aware of the war. It had
been only a few months since the November assassinations
of President John F. Kennedy and South Vietnamese President Ngo Dinh Diem. The first ground combat troops, the
9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade, wouldn’t land at Da
Nang until March 1965. At the end of 1963, about 16,000
U.S. troops were in-country, far below the peak of 435,000
in 1969. The U.S. force in 1964 consisted primarily of military advisers, mostly U.S. Army Special Forces, favorites
of Kennedy, who authorized those soldiers to distinguish
themselves from the rest of the Army by wearing green berets.

Moore, a bomber gunner in World War II, wanted to tell
their story—as only one of them could tell it. He had pulled
strings with a fellow Harvard alumnus, Attorney General
Robert F. Kennedy, to embed himself in the Green Berets as a reporter.

Thank you to our Past Board members!
Rich Lanute
Don DeLordo
Mick Singer
Chuck Carlson!
We will never forget

Hoping to weed him out, Army brass insisted that Moore
first go through the Special Forces qualification course at
Fort Bragg, North Carolina. He trained for a year and at age
37 became the first civilian to make the cut. As Moore
wrote in his book: “These Special Forces men for the first
time accepted an outsider—and a civilian at that—as one of
their own.”
(Continued on pg 13)
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Green Berets, Continued

Robin Moore, a World War
II bomber gunner, wanted
to tell the story of a new
generation of warriors, the
U.S. Army Special Forces
in Vietnam. He went to
Vietnam in 1964 to do
research for a book, which
is largely based on Green
Beret battles at Tinh Bien
and Nam Dong. (U.S.
Army)
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Thorne was assigned to Chau Doc province in the Mekong
Delta—arriving around the same time as Moore—on a
six-month tour as commander of the 7th Special Forces
Group’s Detachment A-734, which consisted of two
American officers and 10 noncommissioned officers. The
detachment had established observation posts at Chau
Lang in the Viet Cong-controlled Seven Mountains sector
and ran ambushes along the Cambodian border. The
Americans also recruited locals to form militias for village
defense, built schools and provided medical services.

The Viet Cong attacked the Special Forces camp a dozen
times, raining so many mortar rounds from the surrounding hills that the Green Berets started calling Chau Lang
“Little Dien Bien Phu” a reference to a much larger, but
also poorly sited base that Vietnam’s French occupiers
lost to a communist-led independence movement 10 years
None of this, however, prepared him for what was to prior. As early as February 1964 Thorne reported plans to
come. “It was pathetic how much I still had to learn in the move his camp “to a better tactical location.”
vicious, no-quarter jungle war in Indo-China,” he admitted
On April 14, Detachment A-734 set out for a Special
in the first chapter of his book.
Forces camp at Tinh Bien (“Phan Chau” in Moore’s
In 1964 the South Vietnamese government supported by book), next to South Vietnam’s Vinh Te canal paralleling
the United States was coup-prone, infested with com- the border with Cambodia. Its mission was to support four
munist sympathizers and considered unreliable. To fight companies of Vietnamese and Cambodian militiamen orthe Viet Cong insurgency, U.S. Green Beret advisers man- ganized into Mobile Strike Forces, U.S.-trained units that
ufactured their own combat forces from dissident back- conducted reconnaissance patrols, raids and other activicountry minorities—Montagnard hill tribes, Buddhist Hoa ties inside enemy territory.
Hao, Nung (ethnic Chinese) and Cambodians. Most of the
U.S. Special
American military involvement was classified inforForces
solmation.
diers and local
“THE BASIC TRUTH”
To placate the Army, Moore agreed to cast his book as
fiction but explained to readers, “I changed details and
names, but I did not change the basic truth.” The novel is
written in the first person with Moore as the narrator.

militiamen
converse back
in
Vietnam
after a raid in
Cambodia
during 1965.
Training local
fighters was a
major function
of the Green
Berets.
(Corbis/Getty
Images)

Capt. Steve Kornie, a character in the book, was actually
Capt. Larry Thorne (pronounced THOR-nee), a native of
Finland. Born Lauri Törni, he had fought Soviet troops
who invaded Finland in a territorial dispute during the
Winter War of 1939-40. In World War II, Törni joined the
hardcore Nazi Waffen-SS paramilitary forces and battled
the communists again in 1941 when Finland became a cobelligerent with Germany’s Third Reich in the fight
against the Soviet Union. Thorne’s association with the
Nazi regime and its ideology remain controversial to this
day.

The
four
companies at Tinh Bien totaled more than 600 “strikers,”
although some were of questionable loyalty. Thorne
briefed his headquarters: “The VC has penetrated the
strike force due to inadequate security checks of personnel.”

Postwar Törni made his way to the United States in 1950,
was granted legal permanent-residence status by the U.S.
government, anglicized his name and joined the U.S. Army in 1954. He became a private in the Special Forces,
rose to the rank of captain by 1960 and was sent to Vietnam in January 1964. Describing his novel’s Capt.
Kornie (Thorne), Moore wrote that “fighting, especially
unorthodox warfare, was what he lived for.”

Tinh Bien was situated on a rise surrounded by rice paddies, its perimeter packed with sandbags and laced with
barbed wire. Machine guns were placed at the corners.
When Moore arrived in mid-May, the camp was less than
three-quarters complete. In the cement-block command
post, Thorne said to Moore, as relayed by Kornie in the
book, “We are not ready for attack, so it probably comes
soon.”
(Continued on pg 14)
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Master Sgt. Murray Eccleton,
the team’s sergeant, told
Moore that the Viet Cong made ladders to cross over a
base’s barbed wire perimeter in an attack and use as
stretchers after the battle. Eccleton added that the Viet
Cong also made plenty of coffins because it improved morale. He then delivered a quip that became famous after it
appeared in the book and the movie: “The VC fight better
when they know they’re going to get a funeral and a nice
wood box if they’re killed.”
Green Berets, Continued

light, having left the KKK bandits and VC guerrillas to
kill each other.
“If a battle across the border is reported I think Saigon
would accept the proposition that I paid a bunch of Cambodian bandits to break up the VC in Cambodia long
enough to make my camp secure,” Thorne/Kornie said.
Moore’s book has several VC battalions counterattack and
all but overrun “Camp A-107,” his stand-in for Detachment A-734. The field reports for the real Green Beret
detachment, however, make no mention of such a major
action before the unit rotated out in mid-June. Moore
seems to have based his battle scene on another Special
Forces firefight at the other end of South Vietnam a few
weeks later. He was not in that area but certainly would
have heard of the battle as it quickly passed into Green
Beret lore.

Thorne expected the Viet Cong would cross the border
from their Cambodian lair and attack. The Special Forces
captain told Moore, who transferred his words to Kornie:
“If we try to hit their buildup on our side of the border
they only got to run a hundred meters and they’re back in
Cambodia where we can’t kill them. Even if we go over
after them, they pull back to their big camp where we get
zapped and cause big international incident.”
On June 6, 1964, a dozen Green Berets of Detachment A726, 7th Special Forces Group, led by Capt. Roger H.C.
“SURPRISE ATTACK”
Donlon, choppered to Camp Nam Dong, in a highland
Also in the area was an armed force of ethnic Cambodi- valley of Thua Thien province northwest of Da Nang. The
ans, the Khmer Kampuchea Krom. Americans called them camp, close to the borders of Laos and North Vietnam,
the KKK. Many joined with U.S. Special Forces in bat- protected 5,000 inhabitants of nine villages in the valley.
tling the Viet Cong, but some roamed around as essential- Donlon’s detachment was sent there to advise the South
ly bandits who took whichever side was paying best at the Vietnamese camp commander, provide additional protecmoment and would kill anyone, even Buddhist monks, for tion and give aid to the villagers.
money.
“THE VC ARE COMING”
“Three days ago I was leading a patrol in KKK area,” The camp dominated the intersection of two VC infiltraThorne/Kornie said. “We find the monks. They are lying tion routes. By July 4 weekend, Donlon could feel trouble
on the trail, each has his head under his left arm. The brewing. “We had known that the Viet Cong might attack
KKK got them and their gold.”
at almost any time,” he wrote in a first-person account for
Thorne came up with an idea that would rid him of both The Saturday Evening Post published on Oct. 23, 1965.
foes: the Viet Cong across the canal in Cambodia and the “But that weekend, the threat of attack seemed to have
become much greater.”
KKK bandits.
He sent out a patrol led by his second-in-command, 1st Lt. On patrol Saturday night, July 4, Spc.4 Michael Disser
Burton G. Smith (“Lt. Schmelzer” in the book), to meet radioed the camp: “The villagers are scared, but they
with the bandits. Smith radioed back that the local bandit won’t tell me or my interpreters why.” The same day Spc.
chief had accepted Thorne’s offer of $10 per man plus 4 Terry Terrin’s men found two village chiefs murdered.
some weaponry, half now and half on completion, if the On Sunday a quarrel between the camp’s 300-odd South
KKK men would circle around to the north and cross a Vietnamese strikers and the Americans’ Nung security
canal bridge over to the Cambodian side of the border to detail escalated into a brief shootout, which Donlon bemonitor Viet Cong traffic. Thorne sent 100 Cambodian lieved was prodded by Viet Cong who had infiltrated the
strikers over the border as well, literally behind the KKK’s ranks.
back, which put the bandits between the strikers at their Years afterward it was learned that a third of Nam Dong’s
rear and the Viet Cong to the front.
Vietnamese troops, including their commander and intelliThorne then led Vietnamese strikers to a rendezvous with gence officer, were communist sympathizers, some with
Smith’s detachment outside the Viet Cong village. To- orders to murder their compatriots in their sleep before the
gether they sprang a surprise attack. There was only desul- attack.
tory return fire, but within moments a battle erupted where That night Staff Sgt. Merwin “Woody” Woods, the team
the retreating VC ran into the KKK, who were trapped heavy weapons man, wrote home, “All hell is going to
against Thorne’s 100 Cambodian strikers. In the ensuing break loose here before the night is over.”
three-way crossfire only the Cambodian strikers were free
(Continued on pg 15)
to move, which they did—back over the border by day-
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Donlon told his team sergeant, Master Sgt. Gabriel L.
“Pop” Alamo, “Get everyone buttoned-up tight tonight,
the VC are coming. I can feel it.” Donlon looked at his
watch—2:26 a.m., Monday, July 6—and just then an enemy mortar dropped a white phosphorus incendiary round
on the roof of the mess hall. The fireball had “14,000 different-colored flames shooting out of it,” Woods said in
Donlon’s account for the Post.
Green Berets, Continued

With deadly precision the enemy hit the camp command
post, dispensary and supply room. In the radio bunker Sgt.
Keith Daniels managed to get off a partial message to Da
Nang: “Request flare ship and an air strike…We are under
heavy mortar fire.” He saw the mortar round explosions
coming his way as the enemy crews adjusted their range to
get closer to the camp. Daniels barely got out of the bunker before it was hit.
Capt. Roger
Donlon walks
through
the
ruins of the
mess hall at
Nam
Dong
Special Forces camp on
Sept.
21,
1964. In July,
a large Viet
Cong
force
inflicted
a
heavy toll on
the
camp.
The mess hall
had
blown
down earlier
in a storm.
(National
Archives)
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move with caution.”
Once the VC were inside the wire, the Green Berets’ five
mortar pits, spaced around the inner perimeter, were the
only remaining American-controlled territory in Nam
Dong. Donlon had to hold his men together until air support arrived. “We had been fighting for almost an hour,”
Donlon noted. “It was only 32 miles to Da Nang. Where
was the flare ship? Where was the air strike?”
A “BEDLAM OF BURSTING GRENADES”
John Houston, a specialist 4, took cover in an excavation
where a new command post was to be built and held off
the enemy with grenades and his M16 rifle. Trying to
reach him, Donlon was hit by shrapnel from a mortar blast
and wounded in three places. Calling for fresh ammunition, Houston held out until his position was overrun and
he was killed.
The enemy “bombarded us with grenades in volleys—
five, six, seven at a time,” Donlon said. A grenade went
off nearly at the feet of his executive officer, 1st Lt. Julian
“Jay” Olejniczak, and broke bones. “He carefully tightened his boot laces and tied them securely around his bare
ankle, hoping to stop the bleeding and keep the bones together,” the captain recalled.
An adviser with the Australian Army Training Team,
Warrant Officer Class 2 Kevin Conway, took a hit between the eyes. He was Australia’s first official battle
death of the war.
“The bedlam of bursting grenades was too much,” Donlon
wrote. “In desperation we were picking up grenades and
throwing them out of the pit before they could go off.”

The American perimeter was stretched too thin. On his
In the light way to ordering one of the mortar crews to pull back closof the burning buildings, infiltrators could be seen moving er to the rest, Donlon was hit again: “There was a shrapnel
inside the camp. Medic Spc. 5 Thomas L. Gregg shot six wound about the size of a quarter in my stomach.”
of them just 20 yards outside the burning dispensary, and Alamo, the Special Forces team sergeant, was hit in the
Sgt. 1st Class Thurman R. Brown, dodging explosions to face. As Donlon helped him out of the pit, a mortar round
get to his mortar pit, found two enemy soldiers atop its killed the sergeant outright, and Donlon was wounded yet
ammo bunker. He shot the VC and jumped into the pit, again. That didn’t stop the captain from hefting the mortar
yelling, “Illumination rounds!”
and carrying it to a new position in a pile of cinder blocks,
The light from Brown’s parachute flares revealed a land- effectively the new camp command post. Donlon then
scape that filled the Americans with terror. “Hundreds of moved throughout the stressed perimeter throwing gremen were moving in on the camp,” Donlon recalled. nades, inspiring his men to fight on.
“They were the main assault force of the two reinforced
VC battalions—800 to 900 guerrillas—that had ringed
Camp Nam Dong in the night.” Disser, manning another
mortar pit near the camp’s main gate, called that scene
“the most frightening sight of my life.”

The Nung mortar crewmen were all wounded. “Come on,
you fellows are going to be all right,” Donlon told them.
“You can still fight. Here’s your weapons. cover me.”

“We used to argue in training about whether it was wiser
to lie to your men when they were taking heavy casualThe attackers had overwhelmed the Vietnamese defenders ties,” he pointed out in the Post article. “There are two
in the outer perimeter trench and were closing in on the schools of thought. I decided that with these men, the bitSpecial Forces compound. “They were at the inner perim- ter truth would make them fight harder.”
eter barbed wire,” Donlon wrote. “Our mortar and auto(Continued on pg 16)
matic-weapons fire made them keep their heads down and
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The beleaguered Green Berets and their Nung companions held out for an hour and a half.
A few minutes after 4 a.m., a U.S. Air Force plane arrived and lit up the battlefield with
flares. “It must have discouraged the VC,” Donlon surmised, “for little by little their firing tapered off. A flare ship is
usually followed by an air strike, and they knew it.”
Green Berets, Continued

Before the bombs could fall, a voice from a megaphone threatened in Vietnamese and then English: “We are going to
annihilate your camp. You will all be killed!” Brown answered with 10 mortar rounds on the spot, ending the discussion.
At dawn the Viet Cong pulled out, leaving behind more than 50 bodies. It was assumed that many more had died. A
striker who was taken prisoner and escaped reported that every second or third VC fighter had been wounded, and the
battalion commander was killed. Team A-726 had two dead (plus the attached Australian adviser), and all but three
wounded. Additionally, 58 of the strikers were dead and 57 were wounded by the VC—or by American fire since many
had fled to join the enemy.

A post-action survey team counted about a thousand mortar craters on the site. “The fact that the camp held out against
such a determined attack,” an American report stated, “makes this action a definite victory over the Viet Cong.”

Hanoi Taxi

Story from: AVGeekery.com, March 12, 2017
Submitted by: Mary Kirkpatrick

ion of the Freedom Flyers.

On March 12th 1998, a United States Air Force Lockheed C141B Starlifter transport (Air Force serial number 66-0177, AKA
the “Hanoi Taxi”) departed Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in
Ohio. A C-141 flight out of Wright-Pat was a common enough occurrence, but this one was special. Onboard were more than 50 former American prisoners of war. The Starlifter’s destination was
Randolph Air Force Base in Texas, the site of the 25th Annual Reun-

That particular C-141 had flown some of these passengers before. On February 12th 1973 the very same aircraft flew
the first mission to repatriate the first 40 American prisoners of war released by North Vietnam from Gia Lam airport
in Hanoi.
From February 12th through April 4th 1973, C-141s flew 54 Operation Homecoming missions out of Hanoi returning
591 prisoners of war to their country and families. Air Force Technical Sergeant James R. Cook, who suffered severe
wounds when he bailed out of his stricken aircraft over North Vietnam in December of 1972, saluted the American
Flag from his stretcher as he was carried aboard the aircraft.
Also on the first flight was Navy Commander Everett Alvarez Jr. The first American pilot to be shot down in North
Vietnam, Alvarez was the longest-held POW, having spent more than eight years in captivity. Celebration broke out
aboard the Hanoi Taxi when it lifted off on its way out of North Vietnam, as the former POWs experienced their first
taste of freedom.
Speaking to the crowd that lined the tarmac at Clark Air Force Base in the Philippines to welcome the aircraft on its
first stop, returning POW Navy Captain Jeremiah Denton was cheered as he thanked all who had worked for their release and proclaimed, “God bless America.” Denton continued his naval career, eventually rising to the rank of Rear
Admiral. He was later elected to represent Alabama in the United States Senate.
United States Air Force Captain Larry Chesley recalled that “everything seemed like heaven” after having spent seven
years as a prisoner of the North Vietnamese. “When the doors of that C-141 closed, there were tears in the eyes of every man aboard,” he said.
The senior officer at the Hanoi Hilton, Air Force Colonel Robinson Risner, choked back his emotions as he arrived at
Clark on the second C-141 flight from Hanoi. “Thank you all for bringing us home to freedom again,” he told the gathered crowd.
(Continued on pg 17)
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The last Vietnam POW to serve in the Air Force, Major General Edward Mechenbier, recalled the emotion of his
own Operation Homecoming flight out of North Vietnam on February 18th 1973. “When we got airborne and the frailty
of being a POW turned into the reality of freedom, we yelled, cried and cheered,” the General said.
The first group of 20 former
POWs to make it all the way
home arrived at Travis Air Force
Base in California on February
14th 1973. News clips of their
arrival and the tearful scenes
planeside revealed the emotions
of the freed POWs.
Navy Captain James Stockdale
remarked, “The men who follow
me down that ramp know what
loyalty means because they have
been living with loyalty, living
on loyalty, the past several years
— loyalty to each other, loyalty
to the military, loyalty to our
commander-in-chief.”
Though
permanently injured before and
during his ordeal as a POW,
Stockdale continued his naval
career rising to the rank of Vice
Admiral.
Starlifter
66-0177,
later
named Hanoi Taxi, continued to
serve the country after Operation
Homecoming. The aircraft was
reworked with the standard C141A upgrades and modifications,
such as a lengthened fuselage and
the addition of aerial refueling
capability, resulting in designation
changes to C-141B and later to C141C. 177 even flew entertainer
Bob Hope to Vietnam for his USO
tours.
The Hanoi Taxi had been maintained by the Air Force as a flying
The first group of 20 former POWs to make it
tribute to the POWs and MIAs of
all the way home arrived at Travis Air Force
the Vietnam War. When the BoeBase in California on February 14th 1973.
ing C-17 Globemaster III replaced
the venerable machine, the Air
Force wanted the aircraft to be preserved. After her final missions of mercy evacuating victims of Hurricane Katrina,
C-141C Air Force serial number 66-0177, the Hanoi Taxi, and the last operational C-141C in Air Force service, was
officially retired to the National Museum of the United States Air Force at Wright-Pat on May 6th 2006.
NOTE: February 12, 2023 will mark the 50th Anniversary of the first flight out of Hanoi to Clark Air Base in the Philippines. The first 40 POWs were brought home! I am developing a plan to ride out there (By Car) for the Anniversary! Anyone wanting to make some other plans in the meantime can contact the Museum at AFMuseum.com. The
Address is 1100 Spaatz St. Dayton, Ohio 45433.
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Top Secret Unit that Fooled The
Nazis
Christopher Klein, History.Com March 3, 2022
Submitted by: Patricia Theis
Employing inflatable decoys, fake radio chatter and loudspeakers that blared sound effects, the Ghost Army could
simulate a force 30 times its size as it operated as close as The
a quarter mile from the front lines. “Rarely, if ever, has Ghost
there been a group of such a few men which had so great
an influence on the outcome of a major military campaign,” declared a U.S. Army report.
Ghost Army member Freddy Fox described his
unit as “a traveling road show that went up and
down the front lines impersonating the real fighting
outfits.” From D-Day to the Battle of the Bulge, the
Ghost Army performed more than 20 missions
throughout the European theater of war in 1944 and
1945.

A rubber (and clearly light) decoy tank designed to
deceive German forces in World War II, shown in
England, circa 1939.

Army engaged in its
first large-scale deceptions in the summer of 1944 as it deployed 50 dummy
tanks and positioned
sound trucks within a
few hundred yards of
the front line during
the siege of the
French port of Brest.
As part of Operation
Brittany, the Ghost
Army deceived the
Germans about the
location of General
George Patton’s 3rd
Army, which eluded
the enemy and raced

Inspired by the success of British subterfuge in
North Africa earlier in the war, the U.S. Army created the Ghost Army in January 1944 as a
self-contained unit designed specifically to carry
A fake artillery piece in the
field, circa 1942. Pen and
out visual, sonic and radio deception in time for D Sword Books/Universal Images
Day. Fashion designer Bill Blass and painter Ellsworth Kelly were among the artists, ad men, radio
Group/Getty Images
broadcasters, sound experts, actors, architects and
set designers handpicked for the Ghost Army,
which reportedly had one of the Army’s highest eastward across France.
collective IQs with a 119 average.
When a yawning gap opened in Patton’s line during
Befitting its name, the Ghost Army worked under his attack of the fortified French city of Metz in
the cloak of night. Camouflage experts used gaso- September 1944, the Ghost Army again aided the
line-fueled air compressors to inflate rubber tanks, general. Until a division arrived to plug the gap, the
jeeps, trucks, artillery and aircraft that artists paint- illusionists held the precarious line for seven days
ed with details authentic enough to deceive Nazi with their inflatables and loudspeakers that played
aerial reconnaissance, according to a December 6, the sounds of rumbling tanks, shouting troops and
1945 report in The Meriden Daily Journal. Radio even sergeants barking out orders for soldiers to put
specialists sent misleading communications and out their cigarettes. The Ghost Army’s radio decepeven mimicked operators’ unique styles to add au- tion also drew the Germans away from Patton’s rethenticity to their fake reports. Sound engineers lief of the Belgian town of Bastogne during
blared pre-recorded sounds of military drills and the Battle of the Bulge.
movements on enormous speakers that, in some inRick Beyer, co-author of The Ghost Army of World
stances, could be heard 15 miles away.
War II and producer and director of a 2013 docuMost of the Ghost Army arrived in England in May mentary about the outfit, said the Ghost Army
1944 as D-Day preparations were being finalized. found Patton to be among the easiest generals they
Four members joined the D-Day landing at Nor- worked with. “Patton was extremely helpful and
mandy, and a 17-man platoon came ashore welcoming and made suggestions to make the deon Omaha Beach eight days later to create dummy ception better. He totally embraced their ideas, ” he
artillery placements that drew fire from the Ger- says.
(Continued on page 19)
mans.
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The Ghost Army pulled off
its most elaborate hoax in
March 1945 as part of Operation Viersen. As the 9th Army prepared to make
the dangerous crossing of the Rhine River, the
Ghost Army positioned itself 10 miles south of the
intended landing spot to re-direct German attention.
The Ghost Army inflated both 600 dummies and
their own size by impersonating two divisions and
40,000 troops.
Ghost Army, Continued

To give the impression that the 30th and 79th infantry divisions were amassing, radio chatter spread
false reports about their intended movements and
sonic trucks blasted a soundtrack of pontoon bridge
construction, artillery fire and even officers swearing. The Ghost Army stenciled fabricated division
numbers and insignias onto their vehicles and erected
phony
headquarters
and command
posts manned
by fake commanders and
generals.
They
sewed
counterfeit
shoulder
patches onto
their uniforms and boisterously discussed their
false intelligence in local bars and cafes to ensure
their disinformation would be overheard by any
lurking German spies.
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dio. For decades, their exploits remained little known as members followed strict orders to not
even tell their families about the Ghost Army, lest a
similar unit needed to be deployed against a new
enemy in the Cold War—the Soviet Union.
While a few articles about the Ghost Army slipped
through the censors in the immediate aftermath of
the war, the military did not officially declassify
information about the outfit until 1996.
Seeking to gain official recognition of the Ghost
Army, Beyer launched the nonprofit Ghost Army
Legacy Project as well as a grassroots campaign for
the Ghost Army to receive the Congressional Gold
Medal. “I was very conscious of the fact that because of secrecy these guys had not received any
recognition and thought that was something due to
them,” Beyer says. “I thought what they did was
remarkable, and I was amazed at the degree they
were not part of the World War II pantheon. ”
In February 2022, the 23rd
Headquarters Special Troops
and the 3133rd Signal Company Special, which undertook a pair of sonic deception operations against the
Nazis in Italy, were awarded
the Congressional Gold Medal for “their unique and highly distinguished service in
conducting deception operations.”

“Performance and art are not
The ruse worked. While the Nazis attacked the
Ghost Army, the 9th Army crossed the Rhine with just things we do as recreation, they are a critical
part of human endeavor,” Beyer says. “The Ghost
little resistance.
Army used creativity and illusion to save lives. ”
Weeks later, the Ghost Army’s mission came to an
end along with World War II. The soldiers may
have trafficked in falsehoods, but their heroism
was all too real. While
three of its members
were killed and approximately 30 were wounded,
the Ghost Army saved
the lives of between
15,000 and 30,000 American servicemen, according to military estimates.
Following the war, Ghost
Army members returned
home and settled into careers in advertising, architecture, design, theater, art, fashion and ra-
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Doc’s
Corner…
By: Mark Mazurkiewicz

Roger That!
PTSD
Causes, Symptoms,
Triggers and Care!

War and sometimes everyday life can include experiences that create a strong sense of fear,
sadness or other negative emotions that can alter the body’s ability to process these things
productively. Reminders of that event can create the ‘fight or flight’ feeling that our body
uses to keep us safe. But, when the body continuously moves into the ‘fight or flight’ response, even when things around are not threatening, the response becomes unproductive
and for many it becomes debilitating. This is where we need to be aware of the symptoms and the supports that
are available to assist those who suffer from this challenge.










Here are 5 Symptoms of PTSD
A life-threatening event is known in the person’s life. This includes a perceivedto-be life threatening event...
Internal reminders of a traumatic event. These signs of trauma typically present
as nightmares or flashbacks...
Avoidance of external reminders... read below in the ‘triggers’.
Altered anxiety state, heightened experiences of anxiety.
Changes in mood or thinking. Sometime thoughts that bring out responses to
stimuli that does not allow for productive/logical action. Unhealthy coping strategies, such as Drug and Alcohol use.

What are PTSD Triggers?
Triggers can include sights, sounds, smells, or thoughts that remind you of the traumatic event in some way.
Some PTSD Triggers are obvious, such as seeing a news report of an assault. Others are less clear. For example, if you were attacked on a sunny day, seeing a bright blue sky might make you upset.

What techniques can we use to address PTSD
There are many options for addressing PTSD. Some are long term and include counseling or group support.
Some are things are things that can be done simply each day without the need for others to assist:
*Deep breathing
*Expressive writing
*Self Soothing
*Mindfulness
*Relaxation
*Social support.
 The more coping strategies you have, the more likely you will be able to prevent the Development of unhealthy coping strategies, such as Alcohol and Drug use.



If you know of someone who is experiencing a disruption of
their life due to a traumatic experience, check out the following websites and offer assistance in getting help!
 WWW.ptsd.va.gov
 WWW.Nimh.nih.gov
"To care for them who have borne the battle."
-Abe Lincoln**The Cost of Freedom can be seen at your local
VA Hospital**
We will never forget
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https://veteran.com/military-calendar-holidays-events-observances/
October
13 October

October
Breast Cancer Awareness Month
U.S. Navy (USN) Birthday (247)

11 November Armistice/Remembrance Day
24 November Thanksgiving
28 November Giving Tuesday
December
1 December Civil Air Patrol Birthday
1 December USAF Auxiliary Birthday
7 December National Pearl Harbor Remembrance
Day
13 December U.S. National Guard Birthday

26 October
27 October
31 October

Day of the Deployed
Navy Day
Halloween
Warrior Games - TBD

November
November
National Veterans and Military
Family Month
November
Warrior Care Month
November
National Family Caregivers Month
8 November Election Day
11 November Veterans Day

18 December
18 December
25 December
26 December
31 December

National Wreaths Across America
Hanukkah Begins (through the 26th)
Christmas Day
Kwanzaa Begins (through Jan 1st)
New Year’s Eve

Happy Birthday to Our Great Americans!
8 October
9 October
11 October
14 October

John Cummings
Donna Sweiten
Bozenna Haszlakiewicz
Chuck Schumann

26 October Jeff Koszuta
29 October Joyce Miller
30 October Gene Rigsby
2 November Bill Fulton
11 November Dave Miller

18 November Doug Jackson
20 November Paul Hebein
4 December Deb Gille
11 December Tony Yarbrough

Happy Days to our Chapter Celebrities for October,
November and December
Let us know your special Dates so that we can celebrate with you!

October, 2022
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Projects that need YOU!
Below, you will find a short description of our ongoing projects. These have been developed to support our mission to Honor and Remember our POW/MIA Heroes! Contact a member of the Board to see how you can add
your hands to the working committees!

Honor Chair

You have seen the chairs in stadiums, city halls and the National Capitol. Help us to identify new settings for this
Chair!

Street Signs

We have over 60 MIAs in Illinois due to the Vietnam War. This project includes contacting the hometowns and
discussing how to remember these heroes by naming a street in their honor!

Table
Ceremonies

The Honor Table that you see above on this page, is a very somber memorial to the
82,000+ still Missing. The Ceremony can be presented to any size group… large or small
and teaches the importance of remembering!

School
Presentations

Teaching the next generation about our Heroes allows them to appreciate the sacrifices made to maintain American Values! Ask your children/grandchildren for the information for their social studies teachers! We will do the
rest...
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