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DPAA
Updates
Remaining
Numbers to
Date
30 June, 2022
WWII
72,324
Korean War
7,541
Vietnam War
1,584

OUR MISSION:

The major function of Rolling Thunder®, Inc. is to
publicize the POW-MIA issue: To educate the public that many American
Prisoners of War were left behind after all previous wars and to help
correct the past and to protect future Veterans from being left behind
should they become Prisoners of War-Missing In Action. We are also
committed to helping American Veterans from all wars.
Rolling Thunder®, Inc. is a non-profit organization and everyone donates
his or her time because they believe in the POW/MIA Issue.

Upcoming Events
July
American Independence Day!
16 Illinois State Police Ride
23 GRASS Class
26 Chapter Meeting, AM Leg Post 911
28 National Buffalo Soldiers Day
29 Army Chaplain Corps Birthday
30 Algonquin Parade
4

August

August

Anti-terrorism Awareness Month
1 Air Force Day
4 Coast Guard Day
7
Purple Heart Day
14 Navajo Code Talkers Day
16 National Airborne Day
23 Chapter Meeting, AM Legion Post 911

September

September National Suicide Prevention Month
2 V-J Day (Victory over Japan)
5 Labor Day
11 Patriots Day
16 National POW/MIA Recognition
25 Gold Star Mother’s Day
27 CHAPTER MEETING, AM LEG POST 911
29 VFW DAY
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Cold War
126

Gulf Wars
6
41,000 of these missing
are presumed lost at sea
due to ship losses or aircraft water losses.
This information is updated every Friday on
the
DPAA
website.
Check DPAA.Mil for the
most current data.
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President’s Message

2nd Quarter… What a Quarter!
As I sat down to write the President’s Message and consider all the mission
related activities, we participated in the second quarter, I am extremely amazed
and humbled by the dedication, passion and contribution of so many of our
members.
Our respect for one another is evident in the way we work together to achieve
the incredible results that we experienced this past 3 months. We are a unique
organization made up of a diverse group of men and women with one thing in
common — supporting the Rolling Thunder® Mission. What we achieved in
May strengthens our credence that we have the connections, trust, support and most importantly the determination to do great things for our Military Veterans, Prisoners of War and those Missing in Action.
After our “Mid America Ride” on 29 May, I received this email from Luis Tigera, Chief of Police/Niles Police Department.
The Niles Police Department and the Village of Niles are big supporters of our military veterans and we
especially hold tribute to our nation’s Prisoners of War and those who are Missing in Action. I personally
respect what you and your organization due to publicize these veterans and Memorial Day is the most appropriate time to do so.
I am honored the Niles Police Department could assist you in providing a safe environment for all participants, anytime we can be of assistance to you or your members, please don’t
hesitate to ask. I look forward to our continued relationship for a cause that
should never be forgotten.
We make a difference in people’s lives!
Your continued dedication and commitment will safeguard our dream that all
Americans, especially the youth, will never forget the sacrifices that were made
by American Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines throughout our history to
preserve the freedoms we enjoy today.
It is an honor to be a part Rolling Thunder Ch 2 and to have been able to serve
in different ways over the years. Thank you for your self-less acts that are impacting so many lives.

Rich Lanute
President,
Rolling Thunder® IL, Ch 2

We will never forget

Whenever we
Gather,
We will
Honor
and
Remember
Gratefully!

Rolling Thunder , Illinois Ch 2
®
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A Busy V.P.’s Vision
By: Ted Makarewicz

ALL RIGHT, STAND UP AND TAKE A BREATH!!! I must admit
that it’s been a very busy first half of the year especially with the flurry
of activities in the month of May. The month began with the repatriation of Navy Fireman First Class George F. Price of Dallas City, Illinois. Dallas City is
a
little
town of
1,000
people on
the Mississippi River just south of Burlington,
Iowa. The heartland of America! It was a threeday mission consisting of riding over 260 miles
in the rain. You have to be serious about what
you are doing especially when you start the ride
wearing your rain suit! Our next assignment was
to escort “Remembering the Fallen” photo exhibition in Arlington Heights honoring military personnel who died in service since September 11, 2001. Finally, we ended the month with our Rolling Thunder XXXIV Mid-America Run, Ride for Freedom and the Arlington Heights Memorial Day Parade. A lot of activities in a short period of time. The month of June was
much quieter which provided us with a little breather before we start the second half of the year.
The major event of the second half of the year is our upcoming 20th Annual Thunder Run to be held on Sunday, September 18, 2022. I am concerned at this point, with our gun raffle. The raffle is our only fundraiser
and this year we will need to revise where and how we sell our raffle tickets. Dave and Joyce Miller have
been such a major force in directing and selling our raffle tickets these past two years, that they decided to
take some time off and rightfully so. In doing a Plan B, I am requesting that a committee of three members
including myself, take on the responsibility to identify locations to sell tickets and for our members to man a
scaled down presence at those locations. By a scaled down presence, we would have a small folding table, a
poster of our weapons to be raffled and an easel to place the poster on. Our member would be dressed in our
black uniform with our Rolling Thunder vest and hat so the public will recognize who we are. For a major
selling location/event, we will put up our chapter tent, have our weapons present, setup our educational table
and request three or four member to attend and sell tickets.
To date, our raffle ticket sales are around 550 tickets. Last year we sold 1,500! So, we have a long way to go
to match last year. Please remember our sales promotion of 6 tickets for $50 and 12 tickets for $100 with a
challenge coin as a bonus and of course, 1 ticket for $10. If anyone needs additional tickets, please call me on
my cell at 847-456-0717 or if they would like to volunteer to help man the ticket sales committee.
Finally, as a reminder, if you attend other events throughout the summer and see an interesting vendor, ask
them for their card. Please take a photo and send it to me. I will contact them to see if they would be interested in setting up a booth at our Thunder Run. We need full commitment and involvement of all our members
to make this another successful year. I look forward to working with all of you to make this happen! See you
soon!
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Chairman of the Board
Wayne “ Traveler” Kirkpatrick
Once upon a time, there was a group of American
patriots and a handful of German patriots who were
motivated by a common
interest….the full accounting for, and honorable repatriation of, our missing warriors from all wars.
This group, when unified for a common cause, would
stop at noting to do the very best that they could to
bring dignity and honor to our Veterans and to our
missing heroes.
They were simply known as Rolling Thunder®, Inc,
Chapter 2 – Illinois.
However, when we combine that with the capability
and experience of Illinois Rolling Thunder Chapter 1
and Chapter 3, the accomplishments become phenomenal.
As we blew thru May of 2022, we:
► Conducted our Remembrance Table Ceremony for the Friends of Fisher House Ride along
with our brothers and sisters from
Chapter 1.
► Conducted a Repatriation Ceremony for F1C George
Price in Dallas City, IL along with
our brothers and sisters from
Chapter 3.

morial.

► Escorted the Remember
Our Fallen (ROF) traveling me-

► Set up, and participated in, the opening
ceremony for the ROF Memorial display.
►
Planned,
coordinated, and executed the largest MidAmerica
Parade
(RTXXXIV)
ever
held in Illinois along
with our brothers and
sisters from Chapters
1 and 3.

We will never forget

► Participated in
an annual Memorial Day
Parade.

► And…. hosted an
all-Illinois
Rolling
Thunder cookout for
our brothers and sisters from Chapter 1
and Chapter 3.
At no time did we
hear anyone complain
about the hectic pace,
the hot weather, the cold and rainy weather, the long
hours, the back – to – back missions and the long distances. The reason was obvious. All of our Illinois
Chapters recognize the importance of our common
mission and are comprised of unselfish patriots who
have no problem with putting the mission of Rolling
Thunder®, Inc ahead of their own personal convenience. What great people!
It is humbling, and an absolute honor, to be able to
serve with the men and women of the Illinois Chapters of Rolling Thunder®, Inc.
As we charge down the “Rolling Thunder Trail” for
the rest of the year we need to pause and look over
the horizon to the upcoming years.
We have Chapter elections facing us soon and if you
look at the unequalled and highly qualified leadership
teams that each Chapter has in place, common sense
would tell us to keep the teams we have and continue
to drive on with the great momentum that we have all
created. We all need to keep that ball rolling….
Proud to serve,
Wayne Kirkpatrick
US Army, retired
Board Chairman
Chapter 2 – Illinois
Rolling Thunder®, Inc

Rolling Thunder , Illinois Ch 2
®
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After Action Report:
Attica, Ohio Dedicates their
Memorial Garden!
Submitted by: Mary Kirkpatrick

Attica, Ohio dedicated their Memorial Garden on Saturday,
May 21st, 2022. They began their project in 2020 with a
phone call to Rolling Thunder Illinois, Chapter 2 with a question on where to get a POW/MIA Chair. We gave them the
information… and look what they did! It is a beautiful Memorial that has taken over two years to complete, but will
honor those remembered for generations to come!
They have an American Legion member, Louri Risner,
whose family has a landscaping business. They have been
the main developer for this memorial and one also for a
neighboring community. Both are very special and will give
both towns opportunities to teach the next generations about
the importance of remembering and honoring. It would be
wonderful to visit these some day… I hope that we can make
that happen! In the meantime, look at these pictures of their
work!

JULY, 2022
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After Action Report:
Remembering our Fallen,
Arlington Heights
Excerpts from the Arlington Heights Patch, April 21st,
2022
Cynthia Wolf

Gold Star father Bob Stack also agrees. Stack is
the father of James B. Stack, who died in November 2010, after his unit took hostile arms
fire while deployed in Afghanistan. The Arlington Heights husband and father was only 20,
and only a month into his first deployment,
when he died.
"This gives people an opportunity to realize that
those who serve in the military are not from
somewhere else. They are the kid from down

The display features both military and family-centered
images of thousands of U.S. military personnel who
perished in service to the nation between Sept. 11,
2001, and Aug. 30, 2021, during the Global War on
Terror.
And while
many
of
those depicted are
from distant towns,
others, like
U.S. Marine Lance
Cpl. James
B. Stack,
are
from your street," Bob Stack said. "They're the kid who
Arlington mowed lawns in your neighborhood. I think someHeights, Illinois.
times that gets lost. Displays like this remind us of
that.”
"Remembering Our Fallen" arrived via escort by
members of Rolling Thunder Illinois Chapter 2 and "Realizing that people still care allows me to keep
Knights on Bikes May 12. An opening ceremony healing," said Katie Stack, whose daughter Mikayla,
takes place at noon that day. Opening remarks were now 12, had just turned 1 a week before her father
made from Arlington Heights Mayor Tom Hayes, died. "It allows me to keep moving forward, realizing
retired U.S. Army Col. Wayne Kirkpatrick of Rolling that my husband's sacrifice was not for nothing."
Thunder and Jean Harris, support coordinator with
Northern Illinois Survivor Outreach Service.
"Memorials like this are so profoundly moving," said
Greg Padovani, a retired U.S. Army major who is
chairman of the Arlington Heights Veterans Memorial
Committee. "These are the people who make our freedoms possible - anybody who serves, of course - but
those who made the ultimate sacrifice, especially."
Both Padovani and Juan Huerta, chairman of the
Knights of Columbus Northern Illinois District Organizing Committee, said the exhibit's inclusion of
both formal military and more casual, personal photos
makes it particularly moving. It's a point on which

We will never forget

Paul and Joy Syverson, parents of
MAJ Paul R. Syverson III, attended the event. They honored and
remembered all of the men and
women whose names were on
the memorial banners.
Their
son, whose name has not been
added to those banners, but at
each event is still honored and
remembered. To read more
about Major Syverson and his
story go to
Arsof-history.org/
fallen/2004_syverson_paul.html

Rolling Thunder , Illinois Ch 2
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After Action Report:
Rolling Thunder Il, Chapters
1,2,3 work together!
Price Repatriation and
Mid America
Rolling Thunder!
Comments by: Mary Kirkpatrick
The Illinois Chapters of Rolling Thunder
came together during the month of May!
Having the Opportunity to Remember
and Honor our American Heroes brings out the best in planning, implementing and sharing the stories of those Heroes with communities!
Americans of all backgrounds can
overlook differences when it comes to Remembering and Honoring those who gave
their all!
The first of these events was attended by Rolling Thunder members of Chapters 2
and 3. All traveled hours in order to be present for the Repatriation of Fireman
George Price. And the travel to the event was in the rain for all! But, getting together for this event warmed the heart, so that not even the rain could dampen the spirits. On May 4th, Dallas City welcomed Rolling Thunder and
together everyone celebrated the return of Fireman Price. It was memorable for all and the streets lined with flags and children.
Then, later in the month, May 28th, all three chapters came together to be a
part of the Mid-America Rolling Thunder Ride from James A. Lovell VA,
through Hines VA to Cantigny Park. Again, so many lives were honored
on this day. For all of the pictures and news reports, see our website at
RollingThunderIL2.org.
Rolling Thunder Illinois Chapters are filled with members
whose hearts desire to honor
American Heroism with gratitude! The actions of these
Chapters shine light on the sacrifices of American Courage!

JULY, 2022
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After Action Report:
RT IL Chs 1,2,3
Gathering
Comments by Mary Kirkpatrick

We will never forget

On Saturday,
May 29th, all
three
chapters
gathered…
The pictures
tell the story!

Rolling Thunder , Illinois Ch 2
®

After Action Report:
Table Ceremony and
Arlington Hts. Parade
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On May 15th, Rolling Thunder Illinois Chapters One and
Two combined their efforts to Honor and Support The Fischer
House.

RT Chapter 1 developed
and executed a ride with
the proceeds being given
to the Fischer House.
Comments by Mary Kirkpatrick
Fisher House Foundation
builds comfort homes
where military & veteran
families can stay free of charge, while a
loved one is in the hospital. They serve
over 1300 family members each day!

RT Chapter 2 provided a presentation of the Remembrance Table, which
complimented the FH support with a Ceremony to Honor those who have not
been able to return home to their families. The combined efforts of these
two Chapters put a spotlight on the true sacrifices given on our behalf.
Then on May 30th, Chapter 2 took to
the streets again, upon the request of
Arlington Heights, Illinois… In order to
help Arlington Heights REMEMBER!
This was another opportunity to bring the spotlight to those true American Patriots
who gave their full measure of commitment to our country! It was an honor to
participate in this event… and in all of the other events of May, 2022 to Honor and
Remember!
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23 Things Veterans May
Carry for Life!

13. A love/hate relationship with acronyms
14. Total disdain for PowerPoint
15. Scars from barracks shenanigans gone awry

By: Traveler

16. Only understanding
In the back of
military time
every veter17. A few ugly divorces
an’s closet,
you’re likely
18. A truck they bought
to find some
after gaining some
old uniforms,
dusty caps, a
sense and selling
stack of medithat Camaro they
cal, training,
and discharge
financed at 27%
records... maybe a few ribbons or medals. But these
APR
are just a few of the typical things that separated or
retired service members keep with them.
19. Some weird NCO club stories
Here is a list of the more non-traditional things that
20. Bad tattoos that seemed like a really good idea at
veterans carry for life.:
the time
1. An incessant need to roll socks
21. Brown t-shirts that lose their shape immediatly
2. Bad knees
once washed
3. The misguided idea that ibuprofen and fresh socks
22. A deeply stained, never-before-washed coffee
will cure any ailment
mug that they tell everyone is “seasoned”
4. Tinnitis. ZNNNNNNNNNG.
5. The ability to sleep anywhere
6. Not being able to sleep at all
7. Old combat boots, great for motorcycle riding
8. Issues with authority figures
9. Back pain
10. T-shirts from strange events and places they don’t

remember going
11. A poncho liner that has seen
better days.
12. A

swearing

problem that is
FUBAR

From ALL Americans to our Soldiers that
carry these things…

We will never forget

THANK YOU!

Rolling Thunder , Illinois Ch 2
®

New Agreement will Help
Identify Missing Americans
Who Served in North Africa
during WWII
By JOHN VANDIVER

Page 11

The remains of unknown U.S. troops who died fighting in North
Africa during World War II will be repatriated for identification
under an agreement signed Monday in Tunisia.

Natasha Franceschi, U.S. Embassy Tunisia chargée d’affaires,
signed a deal with Tunisian Foreign Minister Othman Jerandi during a Memorial Day ceremony at the North Africa American Cemetery in Carthage. The memorandum of understanding paves the
way for the disinterment of the remains of unidentified American
service members who gave their lives in the North Africa campaign,
the embassy said.
“The agreement will allow the repatriation of ‘unknown’ American
soldiers for identification and reunification with family, bringing longawaited closure to loving families after more than half a century,” the
embassy said in a statement.

The North Africa American Cemetery was founded in 1960 and serves
as the final resting place for 2,841 American soldiers and 3,724
Natasha Franceschi, the U.S. Embassy Tunisia chargée other missing Americans, whose names are engraved on the Wall
d’affaires, and Tunisian Foreign Minister Othman Jerandi of the Missing at the 27-acre cemetery.
sign a memorandum at the North Africa American Cemetery in Carthage, Tunisia that will allow for the repatriation
of unknown U.S. troops buried at the cemetery. (U.S. Embassy in Tunisia)

It is the only American cemetery in Africa. In Europe, there are
numerous American cemeteries in areas where U.S. soldiers
fought their way across the western part of the Continent during
World War II. The Tunisia cemetery is part of the American Battle Monuments Commission that involves 26 permanent overseas American military cemeteries and 32 federal memorials, monuments and markers across 17 countries.
On Memorial Day, ceremonies honoring the fallen are carried out at the various sites around the world. The work of
identifying the fallen U.S. troops in Tunisia will be carried out by the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, which
researches unknown case files to repatriate remains to U.S. for possible identification at forensic laboratories.
“We owe our fallen heroes and their families a profound debt of gratitude. Today’s historic agreement will ensure
American service men and women who gave their lives to defend our freedom are recognized and honored for the ultimate sacrifice they gave to our country,” Franceshi said in a statement.

DISPLAYING THE
POW/MIA FLAG
Submitted By Traveler

If flying the flag from one flagpole, the POW/MIA flag
is flown directly below the National Colors and above
any state flag. If flying National, POW/MIA and State
flags from two poles, the POW/MIA flag should be
flown from the same pole as the U.S. flag, and beneath
the U.S. flag, with the state flag flying from the pole to the
left. If flying flags from three poles, the U.S. flag occupies
the place of prominence (the right), with the POW/MIA
flag immediately to the left of the U.S. flag, and the state
flag to the left of the POW/MIA flag.

Despite the erroneous information displayed on some websites, the POW/MIA flag is not considered to be a
"National Flag". Except on the specific days listed below,
the POW/MIA flag is considered to be an organizational
flag. Organizational flags are the last group of flags in the
Active-duty military color guards do not carry a POW/MIA
precedence list.
flag because it is an organizational flag. Other color guards
Congress designated the third Friday of September as Na- that do carry the POW/MIA flag should position it among
tional POW/MIA Recognition Day and ordered prominent organizational flags, i.e. last in the order of precedence.
display of the POW/MIA flag on ...
On the six national observances for which Congress has
 Armed Forces Day ... third Saturday in May
ordered display of the POW/ MIA flag, and only on those
 Memorial Day ... last Monday in May
six observances, it is generally flown immediately below or
 Flag Day ... June 14
adjacent to the United States flag (to the left of the United
 Independence Day ... July 4
 POW/MIA Recognition Day ... third Friday in Septem- States flag or to the viewer's right of the United States flag)
as second in order of precedence.
ber
 Veterans Day ... November 11

JULY, 2022
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Dog Tags

BY Katie Lang, DoD News
Submitted by Traveler

Those who could afford it bought engraved metal
tags. Historical resources show that in 1862, a New
Yorker named John Kennedy offered to make thousands of engraved disks for soldiers, but the War Department declined.

By the end of
the Civil War,
more than 40%
of the Union
Army’s
dead
were unidentified. Of the
more
than
17,000 troops
buried
in Vicksburg
National Cemetery, the largest
Union cemetery
in the U.S.,
Origins of the "Dog Tag" Nickname
nearly 13,000
According to the Army Historical Foundation, the of those graves are marked as unknown.
term "dog tag" was first coined by William Randolph
Hearst. In 1936, Hearst wanted to undermine support The outcome of the war showed that concerns about
for President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal. He identification were valid, and the practice of making
had heard the newly formed Social Security Admin- identification disks caught on.
istration was considering giving out nameplates for
Making It Official
personal identification. According to the SSA, Hearst The first official request to outfit service members
referred to them as "dog tags" similar to those used in with ID tags came in 1899 at the end of the Spanishthe military.
American war. Army Chaplain Charles C. Pierce —
We all know what dog tags are — those little oval
disks on a chain that service members wear to identify themselves
in combat. But
have you ever
wondered how
and when that
tradition started, and why
they're called
dog tags?

Other rumored origins of the nickname include World
War II draftees calling them dog tags because they
claimed they were treated like dogs. Another rumor
said it was because the tags looked similar to the metal tag on a dog's collar.

who was in charge of the Army Morgue and Office of
Identification in the Philippines — recommended the
Army outfit all soldiers with the circular disks to
identify those who were severely injured or killed in
action.

Regardless of where the nickname started, the con- In December 1906, the
cept of an identification tag originated long before Army put out a general
that.
order requiring aluminum disc-shaped ID
Civil War Concerns
Unofficially, identification tags came about during tags be worn by solthe Civil War because soldiers were afraid no one diers. The half-dollar
would be able to identify them if they died. They size tags were stamped
were terrified of being buried in unmarked graves, so with a soldier's name,
they found various ways to prevent that. Some rank, company and regmarked their clothing with stencils or pinned-on pa- iment or corps, and
per tags. Others used old coins or bits of round lead they were attached to a
or copper. According to the Marine Corps, some men cord or chain that went
carved their names into chunks of wood strung around the neck. The tags were worn under the field
uniform.
around their necks.

(Continued on page 13)

We will never forget
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Dog Tags, Continued.

The order was modified in July
1916, when a second disc was
required to be suspended from the first by a short
string or chain. The first tag was to remain with the
body, while the second was for burial service record
keeping. The tags were given to enlisted men, but officers had to buy them.
The Navy didn't require ID tags until May 1917. By
then, all U.S. combat troops were required to wear
them. Exact size specifications were put in place, and
the tags also included each man's Army-issued serial
number. Toward the end of World War I, American
Expeditionary Forces in Europe added religious symbols to the tags — C for Catholic, H for Hebrew and
P for Protestant — but those markings didn't remain
after the war.
Slight Differences
During World War I, Navy tags were a bit different
than Army's. Made of monel — a group of nickel alloys — they had the letters "U.S.N." etched on them
using a specific process involving printer's ink, heat
and nitric acid. If you were enlisted, the etching included your date of
birth and enlistment,
while officers' included
their date of appointment. The biggest difference was the etched
print of each sailor's
right index finger on the
back, which was meant
to safeguard against
fraud, an accident or misuse.
According to the Naval History and Heritage Command, the ID tags weren't used between World War I
and World War II. They were reinstated in May 1941,
but by then, the etching process was replaced with
mechanical stamping.
Meanwhile, the Marines had been required to wear ID
tags since late 1916. Theirs were a mix of the Army
and Navy styles.
World War II
By World War II, military ID tags were considered an
official part of the uniform and had evolved into the
uniform size and shape they are today — a rounded
rectangle made of nickel-copper alloy.
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sired. An emergency
notification name and
address were initially
included on these, but
they were removed by
the end of the war.
They also included a
"T" for those who had
a tetanus vaccination,
but by the 1950s that,
too, was eliminated.
During World War II, Navy tags no longer included
the fingerprint. By the war's end, they also included
the second chain that the Army had implemented decades before.
At this time, all military tags included a notch in one
end. Historians say the notch was there due to the
type of machine used to stamp the tags. By the 1970s,
those machines were replaced, so the tags issued today are now smooth on both sides.
Dog Tags Today
Regulations have gone back and forth regarding
whether the two tags should stay together or be separated. In 1959, procedure was changed to keep both
dog tags with the service member if they died. But by
Vietnam, it was changed back to the original regulation of taking one tag and leaving the other.
For Marines, a person's gas mask size was eventually
included on the tags.
By 1969, the Army began
to transition from serial
numbers to Social Security numbers. That lasted
about 45 years until 2015,
when the Army began removing Social Security numbers from the tags and replacing them with
each soldier's Defense Department identification
number. The move safeguarded soldiers' personally
identifiable information and helped protect against
identity theft.

Considerable technological advances have come
along since Vietnam, including the ability to use
DNA to identify remains. But despite these advancements, dog tags are still issued to service members
today. They're a reminder of America's efforts to honEach was mechanically stamped with your name, or all those who have served — especially those who
rank, service number, blood type and religion, if de- made the ultimate sacrifice.

JULY, 2022

Page 14

Roger That!

US Armed Service
Order of Precedence
Submitted By Traveler

.

The Marine Corps has recognized its observed birth
date on a more consistent basis. The Second ContinenUnder current tal Congress established the Navy on 13 October 1775
Department of [37] and the Marine Corps on 10 November 1775.
Defense regula- The Navy did not officially recognize 13 October 1775
tion, the vari- as its birth date until 1972 when, then-Chief of Naval
ous
compo- Operations, Admiral Elmo Zumwalt authorized it to be
nents of the observed as such. Hence, the US Navy deferred to the
Armed Forces US Marine Corps regarding seniority.
have a set order
of seniority.

Examples of the use of this system include the display
of service flags, placement of Soldiers, Marines, Sailors, and Airmen in formation, etc.
When elements of the United States Coast Guard operate as part of the Navy, the US Coast Guard Academy,
the US Coast Guard, and the Coast Guard Reserve
shall take precedence, respectively, after the United
States Naval Academy Midshipmen; the United States
Navy; and Navy Reserve.
Precedence:
 United States Army
 United States Marine Corps
 United States Navy
 United States Coast Guard
 United States Air Force
 United States Space Force
 United States Coast Guard (when the Coast Guard
shall operate as part of the Department of Homeland Security)
 Army National Guard of the United States
 United States Army Reserve
 United States Marine Corps Reserve
 United States Navy Reserve
 United States Coast Guard Reserve (when the
Coast Guard shall operate as part of the Navy)
 Air National Guard of the United States
 United States Air Force Reserve
 United States Coast Guard Reserve (when the
Coast Guard shall operate as part of the Department of Homeland Security)
Other training and auxiliary organizations of the Army, Marine Corps, United States Merchant Marine,
Civil Air Patrol, and United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, as in the preceding order.

We will never forget

Note: While the United States Navy is actually older
than the United States Marine Corps, the Marine Corps
takes precedence over the Navy due to previous inconsistencies in the Navy's birth date.

Our Obligation

Last year sometime, Tony Yarborough, a long –
time member of
our Chapter, decided to set up
and display a
POW/MIA Remembrance Table
in his employer’s
office building.
You’ll notice that
the picture of this
Table does not
include Tony’s
name or any
mention of Rolling
Thunder,
Chapter 2. As it
should be, the
sole focus of that
Table is to honor our missing and remind our citizens
of the loss of our warriors and the impact on their
families of losing any opportunity to welcome their
loved ones home.
We have had other members ask for POW/MIA Flags
to fly at their places of employment and Chapter brochures to hand out to friends. We encourage everyone’s support of our Chapter’s mission however, there
is a group of Americans who clearly appreciate every
effort that our Chapter and our members do to account
for the 82,000 missing servicemen and women…..their families.
By Traveler

Rolling Thunder , Illinois Ch 2
®

An American POW made his
own prosthetic leg at a
German prison camp during
WWII
Submitted By Traveler
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be strapped to the thigh, and attached to metal hinges
that function as the knee. In short, a fully functional
prosthetic leg fashioned from whatever one prisoner
of war could get his hands on.
Parts of the prosthetic include remarkable detail, including the wooden foot which has been carved to
include an arch and ankle.

Almost 94,000 soldiers were held prisoner in GermaThe device was made entirely from items collected ny and Poland during World War II. Over the course
at a German camp for Allied prisoners of war of almost three years, they endured harsh treatment
during World War II.
and, oftentimes, famine, although prisoners did their
best to maintain some measure of normalcy amid the
hardship they endured, with some camps even producing their own newspapers.

The prosthetic leg fashioned in a German P.O.W. camp during
World War II. (Photos courtesy of the National Museum of the Air
Force/Facebook).

For those held at camps in Poland and eastern Germany, the end of the war also meant forced marches
west, as their captors tried to avoid Soviet forces. In
at least one instance, German captors attempted to
single out Jewish prisoners for deportation, an order
which Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds refused by declaring that “we are all Jews here,” an act that earned
him the title of Righteous Among the Nations by the
World Holocaust Remembrance Center.

The leg is one of many such items kept at the museum that chronicle both the boredom and desperation
Improvise, adapt and overcome. It’s a timeless mili- of a prisoner of war. There are also clothing items,
tary maxim and especially important if you’re an cookware, games, sculptures and a mousetrap on disAmerican prisoner of war in a German prison camp play.
during World War II and in need of a prosthetic leg.
Recently, the National Museum of the Air Force
showed off just such a thing — a prosthesis for a left
leg that was
handcrafted by an
American prisoner while in captivity.
Made from scrap
material
scrounged from
around the camp,
a wooden foot
and ankle connects to a metal
calf and leather
insert
stuffed
with cloth. Further up, leather
pads are meant to
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Documentary on Private
WWII Repatriation Efforts
Submitted By Traveler

team's meticulous
undertaking over
necessitating
extensive digging through military action reports and
the completion of both manned and unmanned dives
of battle sites.
"While the search for a single crash site can require
years of effort, the Project Recover team members
are fueled
identifying the remains of Americans who gave their
lives in service, returning those remains to their proper home, and bringing closure to families who had
nothing more than a picture on a Mantle, vague
memories passed down from prior generations, and
unanswered questions," the film's synopsis reads.
The film premiered on Nov. 11 Veteran's Day at the
American Film lnstitute's annual festival in Los Angeles. It then had a nationwide theatrical release in
early December
to coincide with the 80th anniversary of Pearl Harbor - thanks to support from
global distribution marketing and rights management
company Abramorama and the film studio Imperative Entertainment.

Developments in recent decades have continued to
galvanize oceanic research teams into scouring unfathomable distances and depths in missions aimed at
locating World War
history.
One such investigative outfit is Project Recover, a
small team comprising oceanographers, archaeologists, historians, and military veterans who, since its
inception in 1993, have searched the Earth's farthestflung corners to repatriate the remains of Americans
missing in action 75 years after the war concluded. It
began as a small-time operation by Dr. Pat Scannon,
Project Recover has evolved into an effort backed by
the University of California San Diego's Scripps Institution of Oceanography and the University of Delaware.
its teams have
completed more than 60 missions in over 20 countries
and territories, located more than 50 downed aircraft,
and found more than 180 Americans once missing in
action. Of those, 14 have been repatriated.
shared on the big
screen in To What Remains, a documentary on Project
Recover's process of searching for what one missing
"looking for
the smallest needle in the largest haystack."

We will never forget

"To What Remains is the story of heroes from one
generation striving to do right by heroes from prior
generations, and we couldn't be more thrilled to share
it."
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Explorers find WWII
Navy Destroyer,
Deepest Wreck Discovered

Associated Press, 26 June, 2022
Find the full article at: https://
www.military.com/daily-news/2022/06/26/
explorers-find-wwii-navy-destroyer-deepest
-wreck-discovered.html?
Subitted by: Mary Kirkpatrick

MANILA, Philippines (AP) — A U.S.
Navy destroyer that engaged a superior
Japanese fleet in the largest sea battle of World War II in the Philippines has become the deepest wreck to be discovered, according
to explorers.
The USS Samuel B. Roberts, popularly known as the “Sammy B,"
was identified on Wednesday broken into two pieces on a slope at
a depth of 22,916 feet.

n this June 22, 2022, image provided by Caladan Oceanic, the three-tube torpedo launcher that was part of the USS Samuel B. Roberts
can be seen underwater off the Philippines in
the Western Pacific Ocean. The U.S. Navy
destroyer that engaged a superior Japanese
fleet in the largest sea battle of World War II
in the Philippines has become the deepest
wreck to be discovered, according to explorers. (Caladan Oceanic via AP)

That puts it 1,400 feet deeper than the USS Johnson, the previous
deepest wreck discovered last year in the Philippine Sea also by
American explorer Victor Vescovo, founder of Dallas-based Caladan Oceanic Expeditions. He announced
the latest find together with U.K.-based EYOS Expeditions.
“It was an extraordinary honor to locate this incredibly famous ship, and by doing so have the chance to retell her story of heroism and duty to those who may not know of the ship and her crew’s sacrifice," Vescovo,
a former Navy commander, said in a statement.
The Sammy B. took part in the Battle off Samar, the final phase of the Battle of Leyte Gulf in October 1944,
in which the Imperial Japanese Navy suffered its biggest loss of ships and failed to dislodge the U.S. forces
from Leyte, which they invaded earlier as part of the liberation of the Philippines.
According to some records, the destroyer disabled a Japanese heavy cruiser with a torpedo and significantly
damaged another. After having spent virtually all its ammunition, she was critically hit by the lead battleship
Yamato and sank. Of a 224-man crew, 89 died and 120 were saved, including the captain, Lt. Cmdr. Robert
W. Copeland.
According to Samuel J. Cox, a retired admiral and naval historian, Copeland stated there was “no higher
honor” then to have led the men who displayed such incredible courage going into battle against overwhelming odds, from which survival could not be expected.
“This site is a hallowed war grave, and serves to remind all Americans of the great cost born by previous
generations for the freedom we take for granted today,” Cox said in a statement.
The explorers said that up until the discovery, the historical records of where the wreck lay were not very
accurate. The search involved the use of the deepest side-scan sonar ever installed and operated on a submersible, well beyond the standard commercial limitations of 19,685 feet, EYOS said.
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Doc’s
Corner…
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What is PTSD?

Also known as ‘shell shock’ or ‘combat fatigue’, PTSD results from
By: Mark Mazurkiewicz witnessing or experiencing (directly or indirectly) a traumatic event.
PTSD is not limited to Veterans, although Military Personnel experience PTSD almost 4 times more than others. While many people will
have short term responses to life-threatening events, some will develop longer term symptoms that
can lead to a diagnosis of Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). PTSD symptoms often co-exist with
other conditions such as substance use disorders, depression and anxiety.
Symptoms
A diagnosis of PTSD requires a discussion with a trained professional. Symptoms of PTSD generally fall into these broad
categories:
• Re-experiencing type symptoms, such as recurring, involuntary and intrusive distressing memories, which can include flashbacks of the trauma, bad dreams and intrusive thoughts.
• Avoidance, which can include staying away from certain places or objects that are reminders of the traumatic event.
A person might actively avoid a place or person that might activate overwhelming symptoms.
• Cognitive and mood symptoms, which can include trouble recalling the event, negative thoughts about one’s self. A
person may also feel numb, guilty, worried or depressed and have difficulty remembering the traumatic event. Cognitive symptoms can in some instances extend to include out-of-body experiences or feeling that the world is "not real"
(derealization).
• Arousal symptoms, such as hypervigilance. Examples might include being intensely startled by stimuli that resembles the trauma, trouble sleeping or outbursts of anger.
Causes
PTSD is directly connected to our evolutionary survival instincts, which allowed us to identify a threat and be prepared to
fight it or run away from it. Once this alarm goes off, a potent cocktail of hormones rush our system, getting us ready to
"survive". Most people will metabolize this cocktail within 12-30 hours and go on about their lives.
Everyone has a threshold for how much of this "fight or fight cocktail" their body can experience without a problem. Unfortunately, while the average person may experience 4 of these traumatic events in their lifetime, the average first responder experiences over 200 in their careers.
Once an individual has passed their particular threshold, their body begins re-wiring their nervous system to prepare for
the higher frequency of threats the body now perceives as likely to occur. The body believes it is doing what is best to
keep you alive! Unfortunately, this highly active threat perception system is now activated whether the individual is in a
threatening situation or not.
Unfortunately, time does not heal PTSD. Your brain has literally rewired the nervous system and one could argue that
time makes untreated PTSD worst. Even the most strong willed trauma survivors aren't able to "will their way away" from
PTSD. This is why it is particularly important to seek help.
This brings us to the good news! There are treatment options that exist to allow an individual to bring their nervous system back into balance. You don’t have to feel this way forever!
WHERE TO GET HELP
Contact the NAMI HelpLine (https://www.nami.org/Find-Support/NAMI-HelpLine) to find out what services and supports are available in your community.
If you or someone you know needs helps now, you should immediately call the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255 or call 911.

For the entire article:
Click Here

Online Resources: 1-800-273-8255
National Center for PTSD:: https://www.ptsd.va.gov/understand/awareness/ptsd_treatment_works.asp
Police and Veteran Toolkit: https://www.ptsd.va.gov/understand/awareness/ptsd_treatment_works.asp
With the upcoming Holiday Celebrations, please be mindful of our Veterans! Especially those you know who served in
past combats overseas! Also, please be respectful of our ‘furry friends’ too! Enjoy your summer! Stay safe and Healthy!

We will never forget

**The Cost of Freedom can be seen at your local VA Hospital**
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https://veteran.com/military-calendar-holidays-events-observances/
July
4 July
25 July
27 July

28 July
29 July

August
1 August
4 August
7 August

10 August
10 August
14 August
16 August
29 August

Independence Day
National Hire A Veteran Day
National Korean War Veterans
Armistice Day
National Buffalo Soldiers Day
Army Chaplain Corps Anniversary
August
Anti-terrorism Awareness Month
Air Force Day
Coast Guard
Day
Purple Heart
Day
U.S. Dept. of
Defense Birthday
Agent Orange Awareness Day
Navajo Code Talkers Day
National Airborne Day
Marine Corps Reserve Birthday

September
September
National Suicide Preventipon Month
September
National Service Dog Month
2 September V-J Day (Victory over Japan)
5 September Labor Day
11 September Patriots Day
16 September National POW/MIA Recognition
17-23 Sept
Constitution Week
18 September Office of the Sec of Def Birthday
18 September Air National Guard Birthday
Warrior Games - TBD
25 September Gold
Star Mother’s Day
25 September Rosh
Hashanah Begins at
sunset
29 VFW Day
September 15—October 15
Month

Hispanic Heritage

Happy Birthday to Our Great Americans!
14 July - Ted Makarewicz
18 July - Don DeLordo
10 August - Jill Koszuta

15 August - Kim Niccoai
24 August - Greg Smith
9 September - Andy Haszlakiewicz

11 September - Mary Kirkpatrick
12 September - Garret Peterson
30 September - Angela Mazikowski

Happy Days to our Chapter Celebrities for July, August
and September!
Let us know your special Dates so that we can celebrate with you!
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Projects that need YOU!
Below, you will find a short description of our ongoing projects. These have been developed to support our mission to Honor and Remember our POW/MIA Heroes! Contact a member of the Board to see how you can add
your hands to the working committees!

Honor Chair

You have seen the chairs in stadiums, city halls and the National Capitol. Help us to identify new settings for this
Chair!

Street Signs

We have over 60 MIAs in Illinois due to the Vietnam War. This project includes contacting the hometowns and
discussing how to remember these heroes by naming a street in their honor!

Table
Ceremonies

The Honor Table that you see above on this page, is a very somber memorial to the
82,000+ still Missing. The Ceremony can be presented to any size group… large or small
and teaches the importance of remembering!

School
Presentations

Teaching the next generation about our Heroes allows them to appreciate the sacrifices made to maintain American Values! Ask your children/grandchildren for the information for their social studies teachers! We will do the
rest...
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