
REPATRIATION OF OUR VIETNAM ERA PRISONERS OF WAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the Vietnam War there were many members of the United States armed 
forces who were held as prisoners of war (POWs) in significant numbers from 1964 to 
1973. Unlike U.S. service members captured in World War II and the Korean War, who 
were mostly enlisted troops, the overwhelming majority of Vietnam-era POWs were 
officers, most of them Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps airmen; a relatively small 
number of Army enlisted personnel were also captured.  

Thirteen prisons and prison camps were used to house U.S. prisoners in North Vietnam, 
the most widely known of which was Hỏa Lò Prison (nicknamed the "Hanoi Hilton"). The 
treatment and ultimate fate of U.S. prisoners of war in Vietnam became a subject of 
widespread concern in the United States, and hundreds of thousands of Americans 
wore POW bracelets with the name and capture date of imprisoned U.S. service 
members.  

American POWs in North Vietnam were released in early 1973 as part of Operation 
Homecoming, the result of diplomatic negotiations concluding U.S. military involvement 
in Vietnam. On February 12, 1973, the first of 591 U.S. prisoners began to be repatriated, 
and return flights continued until late March. After Operation Homecoming, the U.S. still 
listed roughly 1,350 Americans as prisoners of war or missing in action and sought the 
return of roughly 1,200 Americans reported killed in action, but whose bodies were not 
recovered. This video reflects the repatriation efforts, the homecoming and subsequent 
reunion of our POWs from the Vietnam era.  

https://youtube.com/watch?v=LemllfcAY8A&si=AQsI1yQbG5h-SprO 
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